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Switzerland’s President
announces Geneva as host
of 2027 Al Impact Summit

The !m!u !ur\eau

NEW DELHI

The Artificial Intelligence
(Al) Impact Summit in
2027 will be held in Gene-
va, Switzerland’s President
Guy Parmelin said here on
Thursday, making a pitch
for smaller countries to
“come together” to ensure
good governance of Al de-
velopment, so it is not held
in the hands of a few “big
powers”.

Mr. Parmelin, who also
met with Prime Minister
Narendra Modi for bilateral
talks on Thursday on the si-
delines of the Al summit
here, said they had dis-
cussed cooperating in in-
novation on artificial intel-
ligence, multilateral
cooperation, and trade ties
after the conclusion of the
India-EFTA trade agree-
ment in 2024.

“Switzerland is looking
forward to hosting the
2027 Al Summit in Geneva
— and to working with the
subsequent incoming host
of the 2028 Al Summit, the
United Arab Emirates, as
partner for the Geneva
Summit,” Mr. Parmelin
told presspersons at Swit-
zerland’s “Country Pavi-

Guy Parmelin

lion” at the Bharat Manda-
pam complex after the
plenary session. “It will al-
so consolidate our role as a
leading centre for innova-
tion and research in Al he
said adding the next sum-
mit would focus on inter-
national law aspects of AL

Asked about the domi-
nation of the two big Al
players, U.S. and China,
who together account for
more than 70% of the glo-
bal Al industry, Mr. Parme-
lin said smaller countries
should “organise” together
and build infrastructure,
while recognising specific
technological break-
throughs in many of the
other countries.

“It is very important
that we work together so
that the [technological fu-

ture of the world] is not
just in a few hands of big
powers,” Mr. Parmelin said
in response to a question
from The Hindu. “We
know some countries have
taken a way forward, and
it’s very important that
good  governance is
brought to everyone. Nota-
bly, countries like South
Korea, France, Switzer-
land, need to work togeth-
er to bring good gover-
nance to other countries,”
he added.

In a statement after his
meeting with Mr. Modi, the
Ministry of External Affairs
said both leaders had dis-
cussed the benefits of the
Trade and Economic Part-
nership Agreement (TEPA)
between India and the
four-nation European Free
Trade association (EFTA)
for bilateral trade.

“Both sides agreed to
further strengthen collabo-
ration in innovation-led
growth, joint research,
sharing of best practices,
and capacity building
through training and skill
development initiatives,”
the MEA statement said.

Mr. Modi welcomed
plans to hold the Fifth
Summit in Switzerland.

20F. Switzerland’s President announces Geneva as host of 2027 Al Impact
Summit

fRaeerRds & APufa A 2027 Tag gHiTe Afie & A9aH & ¥ A fomar ot
e The Artificial Intelligence (Al) Impact Summit in 2027 will be held in Geneva, Switzerland’s
President Guy Parmelin said here on Thursday, making a pitch for smaller countries to

“‘come together” to ensure good governance of Al development, so it is not held in the
hands of a few “big powers”.

SfEfpiRra gefimiv (Al) 3Hee Aftre 2027 A MRar A smafsa g, a8 SHeR
fReoRdE & FU T TRATE 3 TFAR &1 Y, SR B I Y “ThIE 1 &1 SMgH foba
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Mr. Parmelin, who also met with Prime Minister Narendra Modi for bilateral talks on
Thursday on the sidelines of the Al summit here, said they had discussed cooperating in
innovation on artificial intelligence, multilateral cooperation, and trade ties after the
conclusion of the India-EFTA trade agreement in 2024.

ot wRAfer, RN g8l Tans uftie & R TeaR &l uurH= A Aidl ¥ fguehy amaf i
3 %eT b 321 Pw gfgwn, sguela wga, 3R SR Heel  TaaR IR 9gai | =i
DI, B 2024 § HRA-3UHCIT ATYR JHSNA &S JUT g5 & 915

“Switzerland is looking forward to hosting the 2027 Al Summit in Geneva — and to working
with the subsequent incoming host of the 2028 Al Summit, the United Arab Emirates, as
partner for the Geneva Summit,” Mr. Parmelin told presspersons at Switzerland’s “Country
Pavilion” at the Bharat Mandapam complex after the plenary session.

Raewvds foMar # 2027 Tans Tfie & Aoar B AHR SGD & — 3R 2028 TATS Al
& ST AT Wgad 3R SHRTd & 91y fSa1 9ifie & it WgieR & &0 8 &9 $HRA Bi
Mt qaR g, ot RAfem 3 gl 93 & 91¢ URd Heud ufveR § Racorde & ‘el tfaferar o
UAHRI ¥ BT

“It will also consolidate our role as a leading centre for innovation and research in Al,” he
said, adding the next summit would focus on international law aspects of Al.

Tg T3S H AATAR SR FHUTT & S0 b & ¥ H gART YHH1 &I 1t 7igg pam,”
I PET, T B SIS [ SATeT T YITE & SIaRRTS S | I3 Ugqgeil W Hisd g
Asked about the domination of the two big Al players, U.S. and China, who together account
for more than 70% of the global Al industry, Mr. Parmelin said smaller countries should
“organise” together and build infrastructure, while recognising specific technological
breakthroughs in many of the other countries.

e 3T 3R T SR & 93 TaiS el & Uy & IR H g1 T, S e afye
T3ATE TN HT 70% W S 5801 7 &, O ot wReAfer 7 g1 fs Bie 0 &I T A1
“HfST T AT IR TS ST TR FAT 1T, T B 3T Fs o201 1 gs [Aafkiy
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“It is very important that we work together so that the [technological future of the world] is not
just in the hands of a few big powers,” Mr. Parmelin said in response to a question from The
Hindu.

“Ug 9gd Heayul g foh &9 A1y fAae: S &3 difds g1 &1 ddb-ie! Hiaw) Had o Ja
IfRTAl & BT H 7 6,” 4t WAl A § ffg & T Uy & IR H Hall
“We know some countries have taken a way forward, and it's very important that good
governance is brought to everyone.
Y S & [ B <=0 = 3T BT IR ST &, 3R T§ I8 oResl & 1o SresT e qeft
% Ugd |
Notably, countries like South Korea, France, Switzerland, need to work together to bring
good governance to other countries,” he added.

TR giarr S, wiv, Raeerds o =1 &1 o <RI T 3(<sT e Uga™ & g
TR BTH B B TRed 8,” 614 el
In a statement after his meeting with Mr. Modi, the Ministry of External Affairs said both
leaders had discussed the benefits of the Trade and Economic Partnership Agreement

(TEPA) between India and the four-nation European Free Trade Association (EFTA) for
bilateral trade.

it A1 Q GererTd & S8 IR} U S99 H fad=r #merd 3 1 fa gFf Adrefl 3 YR 8k IR
32 & TR Yo SATUR Y (EFTA) & s SATUR 3R e ArgierR) Iu9sid (TEPA) &
fuahta TR ot wR == Bt

“Both sides agreed to further strengthen collaboration in innovation-led growth, joint
research, sharing of best practices, and capacity building through training and skill
development initiatives,” the MEA statement said.

2 uelf 3 FaraR-3nuTe e, Tyed ST, [alaH uA1ai & Jqrem Sy, 3R
WiR1&101 U9 S AT ugal & Ay ¥ g fAmfor ¥ 953 & SR Hoigd & W)
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e Mr. Modi welcomed plans to hold the Fifth Summit in Switzerland.
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Does football suffer because of cricket?

PARLEY

ast weekend, the Indian Super League
L (ISL), the highest league in Indian

foothall, kicked off after months of

uncertainty. The disruption, which
compelled some clubs to halt their operations
and consigned the players and coaches to a state
of desperation, emanated from the absence of a
commercial partner for the league once the
Master Rights Agreement between the All India
Football Federation (AIFF) and Football Sports
Development Limited (FSDL) expired in
December. The Indian football team, which is
141st in the FIFA rankings, failed to even qualify
for the 2027 AFC Asian Cup after a loss to
Singapore last October. The contrast with cricket
in India could not be starker. The Board of
Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is the richest
and most powerful cricket board in the world
right naw, and India’s cricketers enjoy demigod
status across the length and breadth of the
country. Does football suffer because of cricket?
Abhik Chatterjee and Yannick Colaco discuss the
question in a conversation moderated by Vivek
Krishnan. Edited excerpts:

Iscricket’s over sway responsible
for impeding football in India?

Abhik Chatterjee: Cricket is the primary sport
in India. There is a huge appetite for it. However,
I'would say that football is a second favourite. |
feel cricket has heroes, which is why people
consume it more. There are so many people
who aspire to get into the sport because India is
able to perform at the highest level.

Foothall has many fans who consume the
Premier League, La Liga, World Cup,
Champions League, etc. But I feel that for it to
explode, India needs to do well on the
international stage. If we have players going and
play outside India, that is when aspirations will
go up and chatter around the sport will increase.
The ISL obviously has played its part in giving
the sport more eyeballs and in making clubs
more i But there are imp
to be made. We need to take a few quantum
jumps before we are able to compete with at
least the top leagues in Asia.

Yannick Colaco: [ do agree that football is the
clear number 2 sport in India. Research shows
there are close to 305 million football fans in the
country now. When we think about sports as an
opportunity, I don’t think we can say cricket is
so dominant that there is no space for other
sports. | mean, just the fact that there are 305
million football fans is proof of that — that is
‘more than the population of some countries in
the world. The opportunity for football to grow

Bengaluru Football Club’s Sunil Chhetri scores a goal during the Indian Super
League football match between Bengaluru Football Club and Sporting Club
in Bengaluru. K. MURAL KUMAR

in this country is immense. We are just
scratching the surface.

The Indian cricket team is among the best in
the world right now. But the Indian football
team continues to plummet in FIFA rankings.
How big a factor is the performance of the
respective teams?

¥C: The performance of the Indian team is
extremely important. I think that essentially just
creates better sentiment. Anything that can
create positivity around a sport is a good thing.
But I don't think it is the only thing. Even in
cricket, if you look back some years, India was
not consistently winning global tournaments,
but cricket was still an extremely popular sport.
Building the fandom that has already been
developed around football and recounting the
staries of footballers are essentially how we can
actually move beyond performance of the
Indian team.

AC: There are multiple factors. There needs to
be a concentrated effort across the board. All the
stakeholders, whether it is the clubs, federation,
or broadcaster, need to come ther. There is
away to convey why football is what it is, and
why people love the sport. For all of this to
happen, there are foundations to be put in place
right at the bottom and then devels

gradually all the way up to the top. It needs to be
a systemic change, and it needs to also be
something that is sustainable in the long term.

‘When the ISL, which was modelled along the
lines of the Indian Premier League in cricket,
began in 2014, there was a lot of optimism.

People believed that this was a new dawn for

Football has to be looked at

ular
nd within its

ownset of challenges. If

neighbouring countries in the Asian F
jon that we have to catch up with

Confeder
ormatch.
ABHIK CHATTERJEE

Indian football. Do you feel that opportunity
has been squandered?

YC: People are attracted towards the concept of
asilver bullet. They think one move is suddenly
going to change everything in a consumer
product. It does not work that way. When the
ISL was set up, it was a very positive move. The
ISL has close to 150 million fans across the
country. I think there is still optimism around
the game of football.

AC: Nothing is wasted. The ISL has paved the
way for people to start watching a professionally
marketed domestic football league that from the
beginning featured players from around the
world. As an administrator, | have seen change.
We have had some top foreign coaches come
into the league over the last decade. Indian
coaches have obviously benefited from working
with them. They have learned how to upgrade
themselves. Some of them have gone on to
become head coaches in their own right. This is
just a small example of how the ISL has
contributed to the Indian football ecosystem.
There are many positives. We have to pause for a
moment and be grateful for those. But there are
also aspects that we can improve on as we go
forward.

When the ISL media rights were sold earlier
this month, there were comparisons with the
valuation of the IPL media rights. Joy
Bhattacharjya said if India is to take itself
seriously as a sporting nation, the bizarrely
skewed ratio has to come down. What are
your thoughts?

YC: In today’s social media world, putting out
numbers without context has become a norm.
The situation is a lot more complex. The media
rights value is definitely not a reflection of the
state of a sport in our country. You should be
looking at following, viewership, attendance,
and much more to judge a sport. The focus of
everyone in the football ecosystem should not
be about how much cricket makes. Monetisation
will happen. But if you focus only on that, then

ot Tt A RyeoRds § uigd Afie & e &1 dieH1sh & W@ b

20F. Does football suffer because of cricket?

w1 fobdhe & HRUI Peard yuTad giar a2

e Last weekend, the Indian Super League (ISL), the highest league in Indian football, kicked
off after months of uncertainty.

e Jwreld, 3fEaa ur o (1sL), St YR Bedrd o Fat T |, gl @t srfSifdaar
& 91 JE 55

e The disruption, which compelled some clubs to halt their operations and consigned the
players and coaches to a state of desperation, emanated from the absence of a commercial
partner once the Master Rights Agreement between the All India Football Federation
(AIFF) and Football Sports Development Limited (FSDL) expired in December.

g quH,

$S FAG| D U e A TR TR

o 3T ReerfSar

you worl't concentrate on the most important
aspect of football, which is essentially how our
fan base is growing.

In terms of governance, seems to
largely have its house in order. In football,
the administration has been riddled with
controversies. How detrimental has that
been?

'AC: There are multiple issues that Indian
football has gone through in the past year. It
would be foolish to deny that. It is out in the
open. But there is an opportunity to move in a
new direction. The clubs have come together,
which is refreshing to see. | speak more with my
colleagues than I ever have in the last 14 years.
Everybody has taken joint ovmer:‘.hnporme
product. Everybody is hands-on in
decisions across the board, whether it comes to
governance, broadcast, marketing, or
sponsorships. That approach has stemmed from
the challenges faced over the past few months.
Cricket has also had issues when it comes to
administration, but through India doing well at
the international stage and with strong
leadership, it has settled into what it is today.
‘The ISL is still in a growing phase, but
everybody is committed to moving forward and
working together to solve issues.

How optimistic are you of India widening its

, and cricket and football
thriving together? Or will football always be
a distant number 2 sport?

¥C: The sporting footprint is already widening
in terms of participation. There is no one-year,
two-year solution. We need to think of this and
plan for the next five or 10 years. You keep
building milestones in that space. But 1 don’t
think anyone should look at football suddenly
becoming 10 times its size in a year or two years.
You have to build this patiently, in the right way.

'AC: Football has to be looked at in a singular
manner, in its own ecosystem, and within its
own set of challenges. If you do want to
compare, you should compare India to

neighbouring countries in the Asian Football
Confederation that we have to catch up with or
match. That is a more valid comparison. You
look at the likes of Australia, Thailand, Hong
Kong. Those are more interesting discussions
that need to happen.

Tolisten to the full interview
Scan the code or go to the link
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aﬁf@ﬁﬁu@m%m ATTETRIE ISIER &1 SFIURIR T IO o, o1 3ife Erean peard
ﬁa—e'&m——r(AmF) 3R Pedia W saaude fafies (FspL) & dg AReR Uged Tiide
fedaR o g 81
e The Indian football team, ranked 141st in the FIFA rankings, failed to qualify for the 2027
AFC Asian Cup after a loss to Singapore last October.

YR Gedid S, S BIeT e § 1413 RIM W g, U8 sagaR § RRMR ISR & 915
2027 TUEHH! TR &Y & U STawTs 8! B 9! |
e The contrast with cricket in India could not be starker.

YRA § fhdbe & 1Y BT 3R 3dd WY 2
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The Board of Control for Cricket in India (BCCI) is the richest and most powerful cricket
board in the world, and India’s cricketers enjoy demigod status across the country.

YR fpdre Heta 18 (BCCl) fay &1 98 g 3R fgaemed fvde 1S 8, 3R YR &
fopahex SRR W o H ol U IR B

Does football suffer because of cricket?

T pedld, fhbe P BRU UM i 872

Abhik Chatterjee and Yannick Colaco discuss the question in a conversation moderated by
Vivek Krishnan.

3 gesll SR e HraTd! 39 Uy R faae WM gRT Jarad 79 § iR #d €|

Is cricket’s overwhelming sway responsible for impeding football in India?

F1 fopdhe o1 i YUTa HIRA § Peara &1 Wifa & a1e 872

How bi

Abhik Chatterjee: Cricket is the primary sport in India with a huge appetite for it, but football
is a second favourite.

g‘a&gaﬁﬁ fohthe YR &1 1 @ ¢ 3R 9% Ul AT0H 34 8, | Pedrd gasT yadtar
|

Cricket has heroes, which is why people consume it more, and many aspire to join because
India performs at the highest level.

fordhe & AT §, ST AT 39 S1fYe 3@ §, 3R YRd & S=dH WR W UG & HRUI 55
N 3 HRER ST R ] |

Football fans consume the Premier League, La Liga, World Cup, Champions League, but
for growth India must perform well on the international stage.

Peald Ui MR o, a1 o, {4y o, Sfds o e €, W e & forg ura &t
JARTEY TR W 35T Y& BT G|

If players go abroad and play, aspirations and interest will rise.
gfe faars! fager s W, @ siaiamd ik 3 ae|

The ISL has increased visibility and professionalism, but quantum jumps are needed to
compete with the top leagues in Asia.

ISL 7 TdT 3R URaRaT 9¢rs 8, TR CRRrT &t < ofivi & ufoeuyf & fore o2 uRadarers
HEH AT ¢ |

Yannick Colaco: Football is clearly the number 2 sport in India, with around 305 million
football fans.

I HraTd!: Head WF F4 Y HRd BT gORT THE @d 5, 3R a1 305 fafemst geara
RIS ¢ |

Cricket’s dominance does not mean there is no space for other sports.

fobebe &1 Uy I8 et uiar b org el & forg @i i 21

The figure of 305 million fans is larger than the population of some countries.
305 fafRras yRiaS! &1 Tl $© <=1 3T SHS ¥ 3 3

The opportunity for football to grow in India is immense, and we are just scratching the
surface.

YR § Geaid & [AHT S JUIET i famma g, ok 89 ol rad wRfi® R W E|

The Indian cricket team is among the best in the world right now.
YR fpde Haada@ & fay St adag SMd I o 3
But the Indian football team continues to plummet in FIFA rankings.

AP HRET Peara S TMAR WIKT T # fRRTae &1 I HR I 2|

a factor is the performance of the respective teams?
&1 fPaT IsT YT 82

YC: The performance of the Indian team is extremely important and creates better
sentiment.

A YR HH B U= 3rid Aeayul § 3R 9gaR HTaHT I BT 5
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Anything that creates positivity around a sport is beneficial, but it is not the only factor.
is Mt I St 9d & Ui THRIEBAT ST I, AHBRI 8, TR I THATH PRSP T8 ¢
Even in cricket, India was not always winning global tournaments, yet it remained
extremely popular.

e o ot URa gaen Af¥e gatde et sita e o1, fhR oft 78 srcdd drefir e

Building fandom around football and sharing stories of footballers can move beyond just
team performance.

Pl & Uf YRIT® YR ST 3R PesionR] Bi Dgli-al Tl o1 badt < Yagi §
3T T H HaE IR THhal 5

AC: There are multiple factors and a concentrated effort is required across stakeholders.
THt: S PR ¢ R W RauR®! & i ATfed TR a0 ¢ |

Clubs, federation, and broadcaster must come together to convey why football is loved.
TG, HETHY 3R YRS &I fAdex I8 ST 8171 o Geaia i uvig fava ol o |

Strong foundations must be built at the grassroots level and developed gradually upward.
A SATYR STHIA TR W FH1 51T 3R $R-6fR SR d& faewRad a1 g |

It requires systemic change that is sustainable in the long term.

Yo foTT yomTetivTa gRad- a1 St e i 4 | fearss gl

When the ISL began in 2014, modelled on the Indian Premier League, there was great
optimism.

Sd ISL 2014 H &g MIftER o1 & Oisd R TF &3, a9 9gd SAT=ITaTg o

People believed it was a new dawn for Indian football.

TN DI T 6 T8 URAI Peard & I gl

Do you feel that opportunity has been squandered?

Cul

T @ fop 98 SraaR oaf Te e

YC: The idea of a silver bullet is misleading; one move cannot change everything.
g TP JHIYT I TS 95 ST, T YR TTed §; Ub HeH I PO el dad G|
The ISL was a very positive move and has around 150 million fans.

ISL U% Sgd UPRTHD HGH UT 3R 3P TIHT 150 FAfera=t u=ias ¢ |

There is still optimism around football.

Peard & ufa 3t of smermare 31

AC: Nothing is wasted; the ISL created a professionally marketed domestic league with
global players.

Tt oo 1 o 7€ T ISL A U URIER U & URgd TR T 918, o afye faaret 3
Top foreign coaches joined over the last decade, benefiting Indian coaches.

fred a3re & 2N fad=h e oM, o WRdtg Sl & an e

Indian coaches learned to upgrade themselves and some became head coaches.

YR B A W B AT BT Ul 3R $S YT B |

This is one example of how the ISL contributed to the Indian football ecosystem.

g U 3aleV1 § o By ISL A YR peara urfRufast o3 & aier faar

There are many positives, but also areas for improvement going forward.

B3 YPRIAD Ugd ¢, TR 3T §¢d gU JUYR & & 17 €1

When the ISL media rights were sold earlier this month, there were comparisons with the
valuation of the IPL media rights.

O S A @1 YaMd H IS WifEar siftrer 99 718, q9 37! ga ipL HifEar siftret &
T™ich 9 &1 TS|

Joy Bhattacharjya said if India is to take itself seriously as a sporting nation, the
bizarrely skewed ratio has to come down.

ST verEr |

%1 {5 afe YR Qg 1 U @ AP S U H Tfivar & 7 aear 3, o

g AT e SrUTd $H g1 91|
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What are your thoughts?
3 faaR o1 82
YC: In today’s social media world, putting out numbers without context has become a
norm.
ISt 3ol &1 Hrerer WifEar gfar & f9m1 Yoy & e wRgd SR I 8 T g
The situation is far more complex and media rights value is not the true reflection of a
sport’s condition.
fRufa wal i wifed g oik Hifsan SR &1 Jou frdh @a o fRufa &1 et ufafde =gt g
One should examine following, viewership, attendance, and other factors to judge a sport.
ﬁ@aw%mﬁ%mﬁ?ﬁw, 2o T, SURIM 3R 370 BRI of ST

I
The football ecosystem should not focus only on cricket’s revenue; monetisation will
happen.

ﬁmmﬁ@wmﬁmﬁmﬁmmmﬁﬁm;mmumm
|

The key focus must be on how the fan base is growing.

ST e 39 IR BT 98T o URide MR $4 96 8T |

In terms of governance, cricket appears more stable, while football has faced controversies.

A & T B fhare sifties fRR fogar 8, Safes Geaia = faare) &1 amr fosar g1

How detrimental has that been?
DI fhd-T THRIHD UG UST 872

AC: Indian football faced multiple issues in the past year, which cannot be denied.

T} s oy YR Gedld 7 oy gurei &1 I f6ar, o/ THRT 781 off 9|
However, there is an opportunity for a new direction.

BTy, U s fER BT ¥R HI9E &

Clubs have come together, creating a refreshing change.

99 T TTY MY &, O HRIAS URacH G4 8T8 |

There is greater collaboration and joint ownership in decisions related to governance,
broadcast, marketing, and sponsorships.

R, TR, U0 SR yraieH § s Aol # sifie agan ok aged Wi g

This approach emerged from the recent challenges.

I8 RS0 g1d &1 grifadl & ST g 3|

Cricket too faced administrative issues earlier, but international success and strong
leadership stabilised it.

fohapre 1 i Ugdl YRS THwTSl &1 ArH b, TR SfaRRTEI Aherdr 3R #eigd Aqe 1
YRR fopa|

The ISL is still growing, but all stakeholders are committed to moving forward together.
ISL 3} faepre TRoT # 8, R Tt Raur® firae? ot sga & fow ufdsg §1

How optimistic are you about India expanding its sporting footprint and both sports thriving?

YRA & W fIER 3R ST Tl & 1Y I Rid 8 &1 A 3110 fohae Smemmare 82

Will football always remain a distant number 2 sport?

FIT Pedid gHRI guR RITH TR § g2

YC: The sporting footprint is already expanding through participation.

IS W fIwR ugd @ & Urfiert & arern @ 9 W18

There is no short-term solution; planning must be for 5 to 10 years.
P SCYPTIIS THIYUT T 5, o1 5 | 10 ¥ & g g1 =1zl
Growth requires building milestones patiently and correctly.

far & fore SRfgde® ik Tdt a8id A Hia & yR 971 87|
Football cannot suddenly grow ten times in a year or two.

Gedid 3AMe U a1 ¢l a4 § g8 AT 5 §¢ ATl
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e It must be built patiently and systematically.
Y 9 3R FafRyd U | fTHRid &1 8|

e AC: Football must be evaluated within its own ecosystem and challenges.

Tt Bedrd B gid 39 uq uifRufaa o ik gefaal & iR g anfgul

e If comparisons are needed, India should compare with Asian Football Confederation

neighbours.

e g1 BN gl dl HRA P! TREATS Peard Herig & TSIl ¢= I -1 Ay

e Countries like Australia, Thailand, Hong Kong offer more relevant benchmarks.

aife R, urEds, ST o) 27 aifiie TR g TR $Ya |

e These are the important discussions needed for the future.

Y yfawr & e saxg® Ayt Tl ¢ |

Zydus introduces
chronic retinal
disease biosimilar

The Hindu Bureau
HYDERABAD

Zydus Lifesciences has
launched Anyra, a biosimi-
lar of Regeneron Pharma-
ceuticals’ Aflibercept 2 mg
that is indicated for certain
eye diseases.

Anyra is India’s first in-
digenously developed bio-
similar of Aflibercept 2 mg,
Zydus said on Thursday,
announcing it has also
signed an agreement with
Regeneron Pharmaceuti-
cals and Bayer.

Anyra is indicated for
treatment of neovascular
(wet) Age-related Macular
Degeneration, visual im-
pairment due to macular
edema secondary to Reti-
nal Vein Occlusion, visual
impairment due to Diabet-

ic Macular Edema (DME)
and a few other conditions.
Collectively, the conditions
represent a large patient
pool requiring timely anti-
VEGF therapy to prevent
irreversible vision loss.

As chronic retinal dis-
eases require repeated in-
travitreal injections over
extended periods, afforda-
bility and continuity of
treatment are of concern,
the company said.

“Anyra is a transforma-
tive step for affordable reti-
nal care in India. By deli-
vering a high-quality,
indigenously  developed
Aflibercept 2 mg, we are
expanding patient access
to critical therapies with
advanced biologics,” Zydus
Lifesciences managing di-
rector Sharvil P. Patel said.

20F. Zydus introduces chronic
retinal disease biosimilar

wissd A ddarfee Yeaa A
& fore arfufareax = fean

e Zydus Lifesciences has launched
Anyra, a biosimilar of Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals’ Aflibercept 2 mg that is
indicated for certain eye diseases.

TS SY AW H Anyra @i ol 3,
ST Regeneron Pharmaceuticals &
7, o

Aflibercept 2 mg &I
o 47 NN & g T o T 2|

e Anyrais India’s first
indigenously developed biosimilar of
Aflibercept 2 mg, Zydus said on
Thursday, announcing it has also signed
an agreement with Regeneron
Pharmaceuticals and Bayer.
W5Sd A T¥AR P! Hgl [ Anyra YRd Bl
Aflibercept 2 mg BT Ugdl Wei wu o
faefa srfifieR @, ok ug o givon
o1 fb 3T Regeneron Pharmaceuticals
MR Bayer %Wﬂ@ﬂ@ﬂlﬁm%l

e Anyrais indicated for treatment of
neovascular (wet) Age-related Macular
Degeneration, visual impairment due to
macular edema secondary to Retinal
Vein Occlusion, visual impairment due
to Diabetic Macular Edema (DME) and a
few other conditions.
Anyra ®! AGaTie®Ig @<) ATY-Tadh
Aager feo e, Yea a7 st &

SR ARIER TS | g4 arelt =8 g1f,

sTufafes Aager ufenr (DME) & SRR 71 3R Fo o fRufadl & ITarR & forg

Tohfad fopar mar g

» Collectively, the conditions represent a large patient pool requiring timely anti-VEGF

therapy to prevent irreversible vision loss.

TR w0 ¥, 3 fufoat e o Ih T &1 ufafifea ot 8, e srafvad-a =y g1fx
Bl JAb P T T R TH-VEGF AT Pt 3MaTHdT gl |

e As chronic retinal diseases require repeated intravitreal injections over extended periods,
affordability and continuity of treatment are of concern, the company said.
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SO = el o Ifeh Srdepiiere Yfea A § dd ¥ 9 SR-GR § ESCRE Kl
Al Bl 7, ST Suasdm (RPwradius) 3R ITAR & Favar fiar &1 fawg g1t 21

e “Anyrais atransformative step for affordable retinal care in India. By delivering a high-
quality, indigenously developed Aflibercept 2 mg, we are expanding patient access to
critical therapies with advanced biologics,” Zydus Lifesciences managing director
Sharvil P. Patel said.

“Anyra, HR@ ¥ Rewradt Yfe=ra dvra 1 foxn # ve uRad-ert wew 2| 3= Toraw
qTel, TR U | fawRid Aflibercept 2 mg 1 SUAS PRIHR, §H AT FATATTGT & Y
Wmﬁwﬁﬁﬁﬁ@mmw@%"mm%ﬁﬁm
STAvFe TRfAa bt uear A Fel

LIMA

Peru picks Balcazar as interim
President, eighth leader in decade

20F. Peru picks Balcazar as interim
President, eighth leader in decade

ﬁ?ﬁmaﬁmmﬁw
=% A 3TSai AT

e Peruvian lawmakers picked Jose Maria
Balcazar as the country’s new interim President on
Wednesday, after previous leader Jose Jeri was
impeached on graft allegations.

UF & IS 7 gUaR HI S ATRAT STAPTAR B S
&1 a1 Sfafy AT, 6 Gd Al S SRt B

 YTTEIR & JRIUT & HeI & SIRT gern |
| EE— e The 83-year-old will become the country’s

Peruvian lawmakers picked Jose Maria Balcazar as the country’s . .
eighth head of state since 2016.

new interim President on Wednesday, after previous leader Jose
83 qUIT STAHTR 2016 & T o & S APTAE

Jeri was impeached on graft allegations. The 83-year-old will
aﬁﬁ |

become the country’s eighth head of state since 2016. Mr. Balcazar
e Mr. Balcazar will lead the country until his

will lead the country until his successor takes office on July 28. AFp

successor takes office on July 28. AFP
o TTABITR G- BT A7 a9 AP BRI ofd b 37 ITRMABRT 28 FATS B UGHTR 8] JHUTS
od | Tuwd

GS Paper 1: History,

TOPICS COVERED 20 February 2026

20F ‘ QuIZ

Questions and An'swers to the previous day’s
daily quiz: 1. Name the other four pillars of Islam
apart from fasting. Ans: Faith, Prayer, Charity
and Pilgrimage

2. The start of an Islamic month usually depends on
the sighting of this body. Ans: (Crescent) moon

3. The significance of 622 CE. Ans: Prophet
Muhammad and his followers migrated from

20F. QUIZ

Other Four Pillars of Islam (Apart from Fasting)

Faith (Shahada)

Mecca to Medina to escape persecution

4. During this month, the first verses of Islam’s
central text, the Quran, were revealed to the
Prophet here. Ans: Cave of Hira / Mount Hira
5. This angel is believed to have delivered the
revelations. Ans: Angel Jibreel (Gabriel)

6. The Quran prescribes the practice of fasting to
these religious communities. Ans: Jews and
Christians

7. In 1973, an Arab coalition launched this offensive
against Israel. Ans: Yom Kippur War

Visual: Name the mosque compound and the
structure pictured in the background. Ans: Al-Agsa
mosque compound; Dome of the Rock

Early Birds: Mohan Lal Patel| Tamal Biswas|
Sukdev Shet| Arun Kumar Singh| Dodo Jayaditya

e  Faith, known as Shahada, is the foundational pillar of
Islam and affirms the belief that there is no god but Allah and
Muhammad is His Messenger.

e |t establishes monotheism (Tawhid) and defines a
Muslim’s spiritual identity.

e The declaration is recited during daily prayers and
important life events, symbolizing complete submission to Allah
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e Shahada unites Muslims globally under a shared belief system and guides moral, social, and
religious conduct in everyday life.

Prayer (Salat)

e  Prayer, or Salat, is performed five times daily at prescribed times: dawn, noon, afternoon,
sunset, and night.

e It strengthens the believer's connection with Allah, promoting discipline, humility, and
spiritual awareness.

e Muslims face the Kaaba in Mecca while praying, symbolizing unity and equality.

e  Salat includes physical postures and Quranic recitations, encouraging mindfulness, moral
purity, and regular remembrance of God in daily routine.

Charity (Zakat)

e  Charity, called Zakat, requires Muslims to donate a fixed portion (generally 2.5% of savings)
annually to help the poor and needy.

e |t promotes social justice, economic balance, and compassion within society.

e  Zakat purifies wealth by discouraging greed and encouraging generosity.

e Funds are used for welfare activities such as supporting orphans, the impoverished, and
debt-ridden individuals, strengthening community solidarity and reducing inequality.

Pilgrimage (Hajj)

e Pilgrimage, known as Hajj, is a mandatory religious journey to Mecca that every financially
and physically able Muslim must perform at least once in a lifetime.

e  Conducted during the Islamic month of Dhu al-Hijjah, it commemorates the devotion of
Prophet Ibrahim.

e  Hajj symbolizes unity, equality, and submission to Allah, as pilgrims wear simple white
garments.

e  The pilgrimage fosters spiritual renewal, humility, and a sense of global Muslim brotherhood.

Sighting of the Crescent Moon and the Start of an Islamic Month

e  The beginning of an Islamic month depends on the sighting of the crescent moon, known as
hilal.

The Islamic calendar is a lunar calendar, consisting of 12 months and about 354 or 355
days.

Each month begins when the new crescent is visually confirmed after sunset.

Religious observances such as Ramadan, Eid al-Fitr, and Eid al-Adha are determined by
this sighting.

In many countries, official moon-sighting committees or religious authorities announce the
start of the month based on verified observations.

Significance of 622 CE — The Hijra

e The year 622 CE marks the Hijra, the migration of Prophet Muhammad and his followers
from Mecca to Medina.

The migration occurred due to persecution faced by early Muslims in Mecca.

In Medina, the Prophet established the first organized Muslim community based on principles
of justice and social harmony.

The Hijra marks the beginning of the Islamic (Hijri) calendar.

This event is considered a turning point in Islamic history, symbolizing faith, resilience, and
the establishment of a structured community.

Revelation of the First Verses of the Quran at Cave of Hira/ Mount Hira
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During the holy month of Ramadan, the first verses of Islam’s central text, the Quran, were
revealed to Prophet Muhammad in the Cave of Hira on Mount Hira, near Mecca.

According to Islamic tradition, the Angel Jibreel (Gabriel) delivered the first revelation,
beginning with the words “Iqra” (Read/Recite).

This event marks the beginning of Prophethood and the divine message of Islam.

The revelation emphasized knowledge, faith, and moral responsibility.

The Cave of Hira remains an important spiritual site symbolizing reflection, devotion, and the
origin of Quranic revelation.

Angel Jibreel (Gabriel) and the Delivery of Quranic Revelations

e InIslamic belief, Angel Jibreel (Gabriel) is regarded as the divine messenger who delivered
the revelations of the Quran to Prophet Muhammad.

e  The first revelation occurred in the Cave of Hira during the month of Ramadan, initiating the
period of Prophethood.

o Jibreel transmitted God’s message gradually over about 23 years, guiding spiritual, moral,
and social principles of Islam.

e Heis considered one of the most important angels in Islam, symbolizing divine
communication, guidance, and revelation.

e  The process of revelation reinforced faith, monotheism, and ethical conduct among early
Muslim communities.

Fasting Prescribed for Jews and Christians in the Quran

e The Quran acknowledges that the practice of fasting was prescribed not only for Muslims
but also for earlier religious communities, including Jews and Christians.

o A well-known verse explains that fasting was ordained for previous believers so that they
may attain self-discipline and righteousness (Tagwa).

e In Jewish tradition, fasting is observed on occasions such as Yom Kippur, while Christians
practice fasting during periods like Lent.

e  This shared practice highlights continuity in Abrahamic religious traditions and
emphasizes spiritual purification, restraint, and devotion across faiths.

Yom Kippur War (1973)

e [n 1973, an Arab coalition led by Egypt and Syria launched a surprise military offensive
against Israel, known as the Yom Kippur War.

e The attack began on October 6, 1973, coinciding with the Jewish holy day of Yom Kippur,
catching Israel unprepared.

e Egypttargeted the Suez Canal, while Syria attacked the Golan Heights.

e After intense fighting, a UN-brokered ceasefire ended the conflict.

o The war reshaped Middle East geopolitics and led to later diplomatic initiatives, including the
Camp David Accords (1978) between Egypt and Israel.

GS Paper 1. Society

TOPICS COVERED 20 February 2026

20F

BJP legislator’s ‘sexist’ remarks in Rajasthan Assembly spark protests by civil
groups

T fauayr § diod) faumae #) dftre w3 aFafier Tt &
&1 o fear

rights
fay
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BJP legislator’s ‘sexist’ remarks
in Rajasthan Assembly spark
protests by civil rights groups

The Hindu Bureau
JAIPUR

A ruling Bharatiya Janata
Party MLA’s remarks in the
Rajasthan Assembly equat-
ing the State budget to the
“birth of a boy” have
sparked protests by wo-
men’s groups, social acti-
vists and Opposition Con-
gress. Civil rights groups
have submitted a memoran-
dum to Assembly Speaker
Vasudev Devnani demand-
ing action against the
legislator.

Bahadur Singh Koli, re-
presenting Bharatpur dis-
trict’s Weir constituency,
said during the debate on
budget earlier this week that
the BJP government’s bud-
get was like the birth of a

A memorandum

submitted by rights
groups to Speaker
urged him to treat
the matter with
utmost seriousness

boy, as it was youth-orient-
ed. “In contrast, the final
budget of [former Chief Mi-
nister] Ashok Gehlot was
like the birth of a girl,” he
said.

“Ours is the birth of a
boy, not that of a girl,” Mr.
Koli said. Targeting the pre-
vious Congress govern-
ment, he said Mr. Gehlot
had made populist announ-
cements only in the last
budget. “So, a daughter was
born... That is why you are
sitting in the Opposition,”

he remarked.

While several BJP MLAs
were seen laughing during
Mr. Koli’s remarks, Leader
of Opposition Tika Ram Jully
criticised the statement the
next day, calling it “discrim-
inatory and inappropriate”.

Statement condemned
Civil rights groups have con-
demned Mr. Koli’s remarks,
saying they were “sexist”
and promoted gender in-
equality.

A memorandum submit-
ted by the rights groups to
the Speaker urged him to
treat the matter with utmost
seriousness and exercise his
powers to expunge the “un-
parliamentary and deroga-
tory” remarks from the pro-
ceedings.

20F. BJP legislator’s ‘sexist’ remarks in Rajasthan Assembly spark protests by
civil rights groups

I gy § St faumas 9 dfe: fwfr 3 aaafter a9l &
oy 3 o= fean

e Arruling Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) MLA’s remarks in the Rajasthan Assembly equating
the State budget to the “birth of a boy” have sparked protests by women’s groups, social
activists and Opposition Congress.

I fIUHT & TReg HRAH ST UTet (BIP) & U fquUTs o1 IsY 9I &l “dsd
& S & GAE Iq aret fewoft 3 afger wggt, arfe sriwate ofR faueh stk o
faRry Ter o fea 31

e Civil rights groups have submitted a memorandum to Assembly Speaker Vasudev
Devnani demanding action against the legislator.

AHAUSR TYET A faumayT & e arRged qa- &1 T 1o I 8, o fyuras &
AT HRAS Bt 7R S 7S 5

e Bahadur Singh Koli, representing Bharatpur district’s Weir constituency, said during the

debate on budget earlier this week that the BJP government’s budget was like the birth of a
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boy, as it was youth-oriented.
TETgR g B, o wRaqR fora & IR frafam & &1 ufaffta ra €, 7 39 9w«e &t
AT | FoTe R I91 & GRM HEl fh BIP ARBR PT ToIc ASdH & o7 & THM g, T T8
gaRi-Hfa g
e “In contrast, the final budget of [former Chief Minister] Ashok Gehlot was like the birth of a
girl,” he said.
‘TP fquld, [qd TerH] RN Tead &1 3ifdH Foe TSdH! & o H & T U1, 35+ Hall
e “Ours is the birth of a boy, not that of a girl,” Mr. Koli said. Targeting the previous Congress
government, he said Mr. Gehlot had made populist announcements only in the last
budget.

“FHRI 1 TSP BT o7 &, TS| &1 51,” 4 BIcil 7 1| {5 ST WPR ! =11 §71d
U ST Fal [ St Tedld A Had sifad gete ¥ g Sarardt grwong o1 off|

e “So, a daughter was born... That is why you are sitting in the Opposition,” he remarked.
A, b S BT o garT.... T8 BRUT 3119 fauer H 93 8, 32 fewoft

e While several BJP MLAs were seen laughing during Mr. Koli’s remarks, Leader of
Opposition Tika Ram Jully criticised the statement the next day, calling it “discriminatory
and inappropriate”.

Safh B BIP fauma® St Hich 3 fewford & SRM g9 31 7Y, oTdl 13 faer Aar et
IH A A 3T T B TR 1 3R 3 “NeHTayul 3R s samT|

Statement condemned

g 9t FHigr

e Civil rights groups have condemned Mr. Koli’s remarks, saying they were “sexist” and
promoted gender inequality.
AFATUSR TGl 3 5t FHiett ot fewfor ot a1 3 3, Fe1 b 3 “aiftes Dgutagu off SR fef
SRTHTIAT I Farar gt |

¢ A memorandum submitted by the rights groups to the Speaker urged him to treat the matter
with utmost seriousness and exercise his powers to expunge the “unparliamentary and
derogatory” remarks from the proceedings.

[ gRT TR ) JIY T 199 H 378 68T T ¢ P 98 39 A b 3fdd THRdT
AF 3R J “IRIEEH 3R qHTSHS” Wl &) geM & U PR BT YN
I

GS Paper I1I: Polity,

TOPICS COVERED 20 February 2026

20F | SC slams unchecked freebies, questions ‘appeasement’

SAH JERER! R SC ®f I fewl, gievor w gara

20F | Congress accuses Centre of censoring Al-generated satire

PO A Hg W AlI-Sd U B AYR B BT RIT T

20F | SC to hear from May 5 over 250 petitions challenging CAA for discrimination

ﬁﬁﬂzmaﬁﬁéﬁmﬁzw@rﬁwmﬁwﬁwgﬂhaﬁéwﬁﬁm

20F | Privacy, transparency
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SC slams unchecked freebies,
questions ‘appeasement’

Top court says States must prioritise welfare and development over largesse; asks if they have a

tested mechanism to distribute welfare effectively to those who actually need a *helping hand

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

he Supreme Court
T on Thursday chas-

tised State govern-
ments for distributing free-
bies indiscriminately
without even distinguish-
ing between the haves and
the have-nots, questioning
whether they are following
an “appeasement” policy
without a thought for the
public exchequer ahead of
elections.

Chief Justice of India Su-
rya Kant, heading a three-
judge Bench, said States,
even those that are reve-
nue-surplus, must priori-
tise welfare and develop-
ment over irrational
largesse. Despite running
on deficit, the Chief Justice
said, States seemed to still
have money to randomly
splurge on largesse. The
court asked whether States
had a tested mechanism to
distribute welfare effec-
tively, to those who actual-
ly need a “helping hand”.

“Is it not your obligation
to spend money to develop

Q I5 1t mo your ohligarion o

: spend money o develop

\ Mmifrastructure, roads, hospitals,
Q’ schools. medical collepes? Instead,
you keeD giving Scooties, you
distribute clothes, food atthe timge
of dections, Wlac is happening in
this counuy?

SURYA KANT, Chivf Justice of Tndia

infrastructure, roads, hos-
pitals, schools, medical
colleges? Instead, you keep
giving Scooties, you distri-
bute clothes, food at the
time of elections. What is
happening in this country,”
the Chief Justice asked.

The court said largesse
was distributed in such a
way that the most affluent
get them first.

“It is understandable
that some people cannot
afford, the State has to pro-
vide. There are children
who cannot afford educa-
tion. You must provide. It
is their fundamental right.
There are many bright chil-
dren who cannot afford
higher education. It is the

state’s duty to extend a
helping hand to them. That
is welcome. But for people
who do not deserve, those
who are affluent, why give
them freebies? Why do
freebies come to their
pockets first? Is it not high
time for the States to revisit
these policies,” Chief Jus-
tice Kant asked.

The Bench, including
Justices Joymalya Bagchi
and Vipul M. Pancholi, was
hearing a writ petition filed
by Tamil Nadu Power Dis-
tribution Corporation Li-
mited (TNPDCL), repre-
sented by senior advocates
Gopal Subramanium and
P. Wilson, challenging the
constitutional validity of

Rule 23 of the Electricity
(Amendment) Act, 2024.

Mr. Subramanium said
the gap in revenue from
electricity and expendi-
ture has expanded over the
years. In Tamil Nadu, the
gap has touched ¥50,000-
odd crore annually, which
the government was ab-
sorbing.

The senior counsel said
Rule 23 would financially
stretch the State govern-
ment to such an extent that
it would have to pass on
the tariff burden to the
consumers.

“The Rule, if imple-
mented, would result in an
exponential tariff shock,
adversely affecting elec-
tricity consumers and
placing an unsustainable
burden on the public ex-
chequer,” the TNPDCL pe-
tition submitted.

The Chief Justice asked
why the State’s policy did
not allow the government
to generate profits from
the power sector by mak-
ing the affluent sections
pay for the electricity they
consume.

20F. SC slams unchecked freebies, questions ‘appeasement’

I GRERT UR SC &t g% feuwoft, gfideor «) "ara

Top court says States must prioritise welfare and development over largesse; asks if
they have a tested mechanism to distribute welfare effectively to those who actually
need a ‘helping hand’

i sraTera A w1 i Isal 31 fiard 31 SaRaT @ W Fearu 3R faera 1 wmufiear
1 1T, goT i a1 3919 UTH AR | UG Dt WeNd ard alll ad HedTu] ygar ol
DI R g3 AT R

The Supreme Court on Thursday chastised State governments for distributing freebies
indiscriminately without even distinguishing between the haves and the have-nots,
questioning whether they are following an “appeasement” policy without a thought for the
public exchequer ahead of elections.
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Chief Justice of India Surya Kant, heading a three-judge Bench, said States, even those

that are revenue-surplus, must prioritise welfare and development over irrational

largesse.

Tt @t S Bt Siegerd HR I8 YR & g1 rareier g id 3 Fe1 fos Iera

SRR a1et Il B 2ot Srarfhd IgRAT A SR HedTor 3R faIdTd o1 Trfidr ¢t gl

Despite running on deficit, the Chief Justice said, States seemed to still have money to

randomly splurge on largesse.

%T@%wsﬂmfrmﬁwﬁﬁaaﬁ$w, 1 & U bR off FeR T & for O s

I

The court asked whether States had a tested mechanism to distribute welfare effectively, to

those who actually need a “helping hand”.

ST = UBT b 1 IS & U el DI YHTAT 1 A I AN dh Ugd Bt bls U g3

AR § 578 aRad H “Heg & a3

“Is it not your obligation to spend money to develop infrastructure, roads, hospitals,

schools, medical colleges?” the Chief Justice asked.

T TR A UST, T SMURY YA, ASP1, STdrall, Wpal, Afgwa praell o b

W U1 G ST 3! FoER! T8l 82"

“Instead, you keep giving Scooties, you distribute clothes, food at the time of elections.”
b T, 31T IHet, HUS, WA A1G! & JHI sicd Xed g 1"

“What is happening in this country,” the Chief Justice asked.

TS ITTERT = UST, ‘9 o & 1 81 @I 5727

The court said largesse was distributed in such a way that the most affluent get them first.
31ETETd - HT o IGRAT S RE Sic! offeht § fob T T ANl &I ugal et St 5|

“It is understandable that some people cannot afford, the State has to provide.”

Ig JAF H 3111 & % $© TN a8 781 B TP, Id B 3 o1 gTl”

“There are children who cannot afford education.”

T 7 § o e &1 Td 761 o1 9hd 17

“You must provide.”

“3TUP! IS B &1 I I”

“It is their fundamental right.”

g 3] Hifere SfUdrR 81"

“There are many bright children who cannot afford higher education.”

“Fs FIAUTITE T § S I 118 &1 9 781 Ia1 ddd I”

“It is the state’s duty to extend a helping hand to them.”

3% TGS BT FTY TG I BT HdA ¢ "

“That is welcome.”

g WRIAAA g "

“But for people who do not deserve, those who are affluent, why give them freebies?”

A SN ST I 7181 §, O TS §, 3¢ GUa@R 2"

“Why do freebies come to their pockets first?”

T A IR % il H il et 8§27

“Is it not high time for the States to revisit these policies,” Chief Justice Kant asked.

;@Wtﬂﬂﬂ'ﬁﬁu@, T o4 o fo g1 -Hifordl 1 grRiHien o &1 qea gt o T
o

The Bench, including Justices Joymalya Bagchi and Vipul M. Pancholi, was hearing a writ

petition filed by Tamil Nadu Power Distribution Corporation Limited (TNPDCL).
wIRed g anTEt 3R faga T, vl 9fgd e aftramrg urar fEwtemmm siu=m

fafires (TNPDCL) GRT ERR e arfreT R e #R 3@ 4

The petition was represented by senior advocates Gopal Subramanium and P. Wilson,

challenging the constitutional validity of Rule 23 of the Electricity (Amendment) Act,

2024.
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e Mr. Subramanium said the gap in revenue from electricity and expenditure has expanded

over the years.

off oo 3 Hgl % faerelt @ 819 a1t Iera oik W & o9 &1 3R auf A dgdr T ]

¢ In Tamil Nadu, the gap has touched ¥50,000-odd crore annually, which the government

was absorbing.

ARYEATg T U8 3R I 250,000 HRIS P SATRIURT Ugd 7T 7, For TRPHR 98- HR 36 7
e The senior counsel said Rule 23 would financially stretch the State government to such an
extent that it would have to pass on the tariff burden to the consumers.

IRY gid = Bl [P FraH 23 I WHR W 371 fa~iia gama s1e i 39 e &1 ater
SUHIFITS TR ST US|

e “The Rule, if implemented, would result in an exponential tariff shock, adversely affecting
electricity consumers and placing an unsustainable burden on the public exchequer,”
the TNPDCL petition submitted.
<gfe; T8 Fam A gon df I a e et o, o faeredt Suiearsit R ufagd SRR
TS 3R el BN TR SAfRR 951 TS, NPDCL P ITfRIPT & gl 147

e The Chief Justice asked why the State’s policy did not allow the government to generate
profits from the power sector by making the affluent sections pay for the electricity they

consume.

T e = 4T 3 ey &t i fagga & 3 ey eifvfa v ot srgafa ot =8t <,
s TG aF SO U Bt fSorelt BT YT B |

Congress accuses
Centre of censoring
Al-generated satire

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Accusing the Centre of cen-
soring political satire creat-
ed using artificial intelli-
gence, the Congress on
Thursday claimed that
nine Al-generated videos
produced by the party had
been taken down in the
past six weeks at the go-
vernment’s instance.

Addressing a press con-
ference, Congress leader
Supriya Shrinate said that
even as the government
was projecting itself as a
champion of artificial intel-
ligence, it was “strangling
India’s Al  potential”
through content
takedowns.

“In the last six weeks,
nine videos created by the
Congress using Al have
been forcefully deleted by
the Prime Minister, his cen-
tral government, and BJP-
ruled States,” Ms. Shrinate
said, adding that all the vi-
deos carried a visible dis-
claimer reading “Al gener-
ated video” throughout
their duration and were
meant as political satire.

“These videos show
how cowardly Prime Minis-

Nine videos created

by Congress using Al
were deleted by the
government, says
Supriva Shrinate

ter Modi turned his back
on his responsibility by
telling General Naravane
and the Army... How Modi
compromised India’s na-
tional interest while pursu-
ing a trade deal with Amer-
ica,” Ms. Shrinate said.

Deletion orders were is-
sued by police authorities
in BJP-ruled States such as
Bihar, Rajasthan, Madhya
Pradesh, and Maharashtra,
as well as by the Ministry of
Electronics and Informa-
tion Technology (MeitY),
she claimed, citing Sec-
tions 69A and 79(3)(b) of
the Information Technolo-
gy Act, 2000.

She alleged that the pro-
visions were being “bla-
tantly misused” against
political opponents. “At
least tell us what was illegal
in these videos. This is how
authoritarian regimes
work by giving secret or-
ders to take down con-
tent,” she alleged.

20F. Congress accuses Centre of
censoring Al-generated satire

HO 1 Hg W Al-Sfd o0 BT AR FH
BT ARIT TmAT

e Accusing the Centre of censoring political
satire created using artificial intelligence, the
Congress on Thursday claimed that nine Al-
generated videos produced by the party had been
taken down in the past six weeks at the government’s

inst .
I%ag%mmﬁwwmmmﬁ
TR B BT RIT T gY, FTIT 7 TSR Pl
fara o et grT 5T U A Al-wifRa difsa Ued B8

T § PR & Hg- W gel fu M|

e Addressing a press conference, Congress
leader Supriya Shrinate said that even as the
government was projecting itself as a champion of
artificial intelligence, it was “strangling India’s Al
potential” through content takedowns.
TS U H1h T B Yalfdd Hd gu, B o1 givrr
9 7 Fe1 6 WeHR e &1 W gfgwar &1 T0ds
AT 8, A1 drec gealax dg “HIRd DI Al &HdT BT
e Wie @ 5

¢ “In the last six weeks, nine videos created by
the Congress using Al have been forcefully deleted
by the Prime Minister, his central government, and
BJP-ruled States,” Ms. Shrinate said.

fU5d B8 8wl H, BIUT §RT Al BT IUINT I §11Y
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She added that all the videos carried a visible disclaimer reading “Al generated video”
throughout their duration and were meant as political satire.

I ot i Tt difear ot gt orafd & “Al generated video” feraT gaim Wy fEwanR o1 3R
q TSI &g & folg sH1Q 7T 3|

“These videos show how cowardly Prime Minister Modi turned his back on his responsibility
by telling General Naravane and the Army... How Modi compromised India’s national
interest while pursuing a trade deal with America,” Ms. Shrinate said.

A S famd & o5 F g Jidl 3 S Rd TRa0 3R AT Y HEdHR U et &
He His for... iR 33 Hidl 7 3T & WY AUR YHgiId & SRM HRT & TP fea 4
T far,” fiRd 3 FET
Deletion orders were issued by police authorities in BJP-ruled States such as Bihar,
Rajasthan, Madhya Pradesh, and Maharashtra, as well as by the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technology (MeitY), she claimed.

I8 aral a1 fob g & 3Mew fagR, ISR, Aea WawT 31k HERTY oY YIsTar-=mid
gﬁﬁgﬁmaﬁmﬁlﬁ, Y g} sATRIT-RT 3R AT MRt WArad (Meity) gRT SR

M|

She cited Sections 69A and 79(3)(b) of the Information Technology Act, 2000 in this
regard.

O Ty | IgIH a1 Menfiret siffam, 2000 #F €1RT 69A 3R 79(3)(b) T B4R faAT|
She alleged that the provisions were being “blatantly misused” against political opponents.
IBM SR T o 39 UG BT Iei=iifad faRif e & RIs Gasird geuanT o S
w8
“At least tell us what was illegal in these videos,” she said.

“HH Y HH g4 g O Ja13U b 34 difedl & 1 Ay o1, I8 Hall
“This is how authoritarian regimes work by giving secret orders to take down content,” she
alleged.

SC to hear from May 5 over
250 petitions challenging

CAA for discrimination
ESTET—

tier Regulation, 1873.
NEW DELHI The case had last come
i up in March 2024 before a
The Supreme Court on Bench led by then CJI D.Y.
Thursday scheduled the fi- Chandrachud.

Ly

nal hearing from May 5 in
over 250 petitions chal-
lenging the Citizenship
(Amendment) Act, 2019
and its Rules, which accel-
erate the grant of Indian ci-
tizenship to non-Muslim
migrants from Afghanis-
tan, Bangladesh, and
Pakistan.

A three-judge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India Surya Kant said the
court would hear the case
back-to-back from May 5
till May 7 and take it up
again on May 12 to hear any
rejoinder arguments be-
fore reserving judgment.

The court said it would
first hear the “general”
CAA petitions and then ex-
amine complex issues con-

)\, WeDsite : patrioticias.in -

SC will hear ‘general’ pleas first,
then examine complex issues

cerning the citizenship law
in Assam and Tripura.

A group of petitions
have contended that the
CAA and its Rules were a
threat to Assam’s demogra-
phy. They have argued that
the CAA did not apply to
tribal areas of Assam,
Meghalaya, Mizoram or
Tripura included in the
Sixth Schedule and the
areas covered under ‘The
Inner Line’ notified under
the Bengal Eastern Fron-

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal, for the petitioners,
had then argued that the
Act came into existence in
2019 and the government
had waited for nearly five
years to notify the Rules.
“Once the process of grant
of citizenship starts under
this Act, it cannot be re-
versed,” Mr. Sibal had
submitted.

Mr. Sibal represents the
Indian Union Muslim
League, the primary peti-
tioner in the lead case,
which has 237 separate pe-
titions challenging the le-
gality of the CAA, 2019 on
the ground that it discrimi-
nates in granting citizen-

ship on the basis of reli- |

gion.
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20F. SC to hear from May 5 over 250 petitions challenging CAA for
discrimination

e A VgHTa B T 33 arelt 250 F R TRl W gid $1¢ 5 78 A
GAdTS B

The Supreme Court on Thursday scheduled the final hearing from May 5 in over 250
petitions challenging the Citizenship (Amendment) Act, 2019 and its Rules, which
accelerate the grant of Indian citizenship to non-Muslim migrants from Afghanistan,
Bangladesh, and Pakistan.

T B A AR &I ARwar (FneF) rRIfFmw, 2019 IR 39 Fawl &1 AR 37 arct
250 | 31 TIP3 IR 5 7S I Sifaw FaR a9 3, S B, TeesT 3R
TfpeaT ¥ 3TU AR-GRaw qariyal & R AFEdT 33 & Ufihdl &1 o $3d g
A three-judge Bench headed by Chief Justice of India Surya Kant said the court would
hear the case back-to-back from May 5 till May 7 and take it up again on May 12 to hear any
rejoinder arguments before reserving judgment.

YRA & YT ATy gdeid &1 sregerdr arell di-ararei=n @1 dte 3 a1 & serad 5 93
¥ 7 U$ db AR AHA Bt TS BT 3R fhR 12 78 & fobddt o ufosR eella sl g &
a1 i i 7@

The court said it would first hear the “general” CAA petitions and then examine complex
issues concerning the citizenship law in Assam and Tripura.

3STAd A Fel o 98 Ugd “TTHTA JWT griRip1a &1 Jars Huh 3R IS d1G 3RTH 3N
A1 & Arivear S @ s wifcd gel &1 | s
A group of petitions have contended that the CAA and its Rules were a threat to Assam’s
demography.

Fo qiemrsl & dd faar T 8 & e ik 39% FHow 3y 3 S=wifere & o a1 8|
They have argued that the CAA did not apply to tribal areas of Assam, Meghalaya,
Mizoram or Tripura included in the Sixth Schedule and the areas covered under the ‘Inner
Line’ notified under the Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation, 1873.

I b B b Huw ot o & wnfirer erqw, Aerera, forsiiew ar BT & anfeareht &=
T STITe e WhfeTR AT, 1873 & dgd ARG R 18T &3 IR a1 T g¥l

The case had last come up in March 2024 before a Bench led by then CJI D.Y.
Chandrachud.

g T {UBdl IR A1 2024 & A Tc G ATATH=T 1915, T89S $I e are Uie
b GH& 3T |

Senior advocate Kapil Sibal, for the petitioners, had then argued that the Act came into
existence in 2019 and the government had waited for nearly five years to notify the Rules.

gifmTmarell & 3R I 9y Srftraaar Hie Ryssa 7 99 ad faar o1 fo sifafom 2010 o
ST T ST 3R WRBR A T &1 SHTRGfrd H= & TR Ui A1e BT SR b
“Once the process of grant of citizenship starts under this Act, it cannot be reversed,” Mr.
Sibal had submitted.

T SR 39 AATH & dgd AFREdT &1 B Ufshdr I 81 ot 8, oY S aray et ferar S
evall,” 4t Rysset A v fobam T

Mr. Sibal represents the Indian Union Muslim League, the primary petitioner in the lead
case, which has 237 separate petitions challenging the legality of the CAA, 2019 on the
ground that it discriminates in granting citizenship on the basis of religion.

5t Rrssat $f&a= gferas i@ o1 &1 ufafifia oa €, S o A # g1 arfeTed ¢,
o 237 SIeT- 31T ATfRIPTE HYT, 2019 Ft I B & F 3MYR W ARG o1 H WgHTa
& YR W A i 2
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Privacy, transparency
There must be no information
asymmetry between state and citizens

n Monday, the Supreme Court of India
0 referred a series of petitions challenging
the amendment to Section 8(1)(j) of the
Right to Information (RTI) Act by Section 44(3) of
the Digital Personal Data Protection (DPDP) Act,
2023, to a Constitution Bench, recognising its
“constitutional sensitivity”. The Chief Justice of
India even remarked that the Court might “have
to lay down what is meant by ‘personal informa-
tion'”. The RTI Act, 2005 was enacted to create
an informed citizenry and ensure state accounta-
bility, which is vital for a democracy. Over two
decades later, the DPDP Act has delivered a body
blow by diluting one of its foundational sections.
Section 8(1)(j) originally allowed the withholding
of personal information only if it had no relation-
ship to any public activity or interest, or if its dis-
closure resulted in an unwarranted invasion of
privacy. Crucially, the section included a “public
interest override” as an integral feature of the
2005 Act, permitting disclosure if a Public Infor-
mation Officer was satisfied that the larger public
interest justified it. The DPDP amendment re-
moves this override and prohibits the disclosure
of “any information which relates to personal in-
formation”, amounting to a blanket ban. This en-
ables rejecting requests concerning officials, pro-
curement records, audit reports or public
spending. In its campaign for the RTI, the Inter-
net Freedom Foundation has highlighted a “legi-
timate uses” paradox here: while Section 7 of the
DPDP Act allows the state to process personal da-
ta without consent, the RTI amendment prevents
citizens from using similar principles to seek
transparency from the state. Thus, while the go-
vernment can monitor the citizen, the citizen is
denied the ability to scrutinise the government.
This amendment also creates a severe “chilling
effect” on the press. As argued in one of the writ
petitions by The Reporters’ Collective, journalists
could be classified as “data fiduciaries” under the
DPDP Act and its Rules when collecting informa-
tion for investigative reports. Non-compliance
with the Act can attract fines up to ¥250 crore.
Such a legal framework threatens reducing jour-
nalism to just publishing government releases. It
is ironic that the DPDP Act provides exemptions
to startups but omits similar protections for jour-
nalism. This is in sharp contrast with the Euro-
pean Union’s General Data Protection Regulation
(GDPR), which balances privacy and transparen-
cy to ensure accountability. The Constitution
Bench must refer to the judgment, Central Public
Information Officer (2019), which held that perso-
nal information should remain private unless dis-
closure is necessary for the larger public interest.
It is known that the RTI has significantly reduced
state-citizen (this includes the poor) information
asymmetry over two decades. Ensuring its sur-

vival is essential for 3 responsive government.
justified it.

HEd ]

20F. Privacy, transparency

My-adr,

e There must be no information asymmetry
between state and citizens

I 3R ARTR®Y & g DI Ja-r1 fawwar 72t gt a1ty

Supreme Court refers RTI-DPDP amendment to
Constitution Bench

giﬁﬂﬁé% RTI-DPDP HNY $I Afqemd fis o1

¢ On Monday, the Supreme Court of India referred
a series of petitions challenging the amendment to
Section 8(1)(j) of the Right to Information (RTI) Act by
Section 44(3) of the Digital Personal Data Protection
(DPDP) Act, 2023, to a Constitution Bench, recognising
its “constitutional sensitivity”.
AR & Gt B AT $fear A fEfirea wiba et
WIeaRI (DPDP) TaE, 2023 B! UIRT 44(3) GRT JA-T BT
SfUPR (RTI) SRIFEW &t T 8(1)() & TN B A
3 ATl ATfrmIah o Haenfe Hdea=itedr AHd gu
Hfaur dis o 9 fean

e The Chief Justice of India even remarked that
the Court might “have to lay down what is meant by
‘personal information™.

@1 AT A fewult o1 6 sreraa &) “safeaTa Jaar
o1 o1 o B g Ui Fv1 g wohan g

e The RTI Act, 2005 was enacted to create an
informed citizenry and ensure state accountability,
which is vital for a democracy

RTI 3if¥fSaw, 2005 &1 gfera ARTR®ar 3R Iy @
STaTaee! IR R & forg s=man o1, o Aiedsl &
forg sawa g |

e Over two decades later, the DPDP Act has
delivered a body blow by diluting one of its foundational
sections.

< <P 916, DPDP SHTUFTTH 3 3H®! T HAYT URT HI
FHHGR IR THR 3fTeTd Ugamn g |

e Section 8(1)(j) originally allowed the withholding
of personal information only if it had no relationship to any
public activity or interest, or if its disclosure resulted in
an unwarranted invasion of privacy.
ume(l)g)ym%wﬁﬁmﬁmﬁﬁﬁﬁ

9] foelt arderf=e wfafafy ar fga o

wuqsﬁmwﬁsgﬂm@faaﬁaﬁwws‘u
e Crucially, the section included a “public interest
override” permitting disclosure if a Public Information

Officer was satisfied that the larger public interest

of Tu I, 397 ~Ardwifae fed sruare” o1, S ufie SWiAeH ATfhIR & 9o

TS fa o YaH1 ¢ & SrgAfd adr Tl
e The DPDP amendment removes this override and prohibits disclosure of “any information
which relates to personal information”, amounting to a blanket ban.
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DPDP HRNYH 7 39 3{UaTE & gl f3a SR “aafdmra Ja= | wafdd fpedt ot ey &
GAN W ot gfaeer o fear|

e This enables rejecting requests concerning officials, procurement records, audit reports
or public spending.
o SiftreTfeat, Wit fYats, siffee fRuid a1 ardwfae soa ¥ Sefid srRidl & sRAeR
o o Thar 1

e The Internet Freedom Foundation highlighted a “legitimate uses paradox”: while Section
7 of the DPDP Act allows the state to process personal data without consent, the RTI
amendment prevents citizens from seeking transparency.

$e¥AC WisH BISSX A “dY TGN faRtemuTe sar % wigt DPDP Sifferaw ot ¥R 7
%maﬁmm%’aw@amﬁ% JET RTI RN AR BT GRGAT AN I bl
I

e Thus, while the government can monitor the citizen, the citizen is denied the ability to
scrutinise the government.
U YHR WBR ARG BT FRF R Gl §, W ARG IRBR B! ofid g1 HR G|

e This amendment creates a severe “chilling effect” on the press.
g IxeH 09 W THR “fafeit shae Sad a8

e |n awrit petition by The Reporters’ Collective, joumalists could be classified as “data
fiduciaries” under the DPDP Act, with non-compliance attracting fines up to ¥250 crore.

g Naid™ wafdea o1 afuet & %g1 1 {5 3aRI &1 DPDP SIfTH & dgd “SeT
fregRIRY AT S ¥l 8, SR U IR €250 HRIS dP I ol Ibdl 5l

e Such a framework threatens reducing journalism to publishing government releases.
Ul AT TSI Bl FHad TRBRT AT THIRIT B db HId B Fhell g

e ltis ironic that the DPDP Act provides exemptions to startups but omits protections for
journalism.
fagsT 78 8 f DPDP S TeTd3red &1 ge a1 8 WR TSR &1 g |

e This contrasts with the European Union’s General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR),
which balances privacy and transparency.
Ig TR "9 & GDPR I faudid §, S et $ik uraRiar # Iga- wadrg|

e The Constitution Bench must refer to the judgment, Central Public Information Officer
(2019), which held that personal information should remain private unless disclosure is
necessary for the larger public interest.
ey die &1 Hea uferd SWia= baR (2019) & Hofa &1 dey o= anfe, o/ Fet
1 o SafaaeTd Ga st Yot S dd ST Gar 98 Aaeli—e fed & I 7 81

e The RTI has significantly reduced state-citizen information asymmetry over two decades.
&I GR@! § RTI A IeG-AANNG a1 SRTATAT B HI%! HH o 5|

e Ensuring its survival is essential for a responsive government.

D] WU Ueh SaTaeg TP & g 3ffard 71
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Flight overreach

IS H SifaspHuT
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Flight overreach

Disruptive behaviour must not be
confused with airing of grievances

disturbing phenomenon in aviation is un-

ruly passenger behaviour. The Interna-

tional Air Transport Association (IATA)
has pointed out that in 2023, there was one inci-
dent for every 480 flights, from one for every 568
flights in 2022. In India, the Directorate General
of Civil Aviation (DGCA) is proposing to amend
rules such that airlines can directly impose a fly-
ing ban of up to 30 days without referring the
matter to the competent authority. The DGCA
has broadened the concept of unruly behaviour
too with six new categories: smoking on board,
consumption of alcohol on domestic flights, tam-
pering with emergency exits, unauthorised use
of life-saving equipment such as life jackets, en-
gaging in protests or sloganeering, and unruly
conduct arising from intoxication. Currently, air-
lines must report disruptive passengers to an in-
dependent committee, headed by a retired dis-
trict and sessions judge, which will decide within
45 days whether to add them to the official no-fly
list. Unruly behaviour would now be monitored
by airlines from the check-in counter although
the focus is on the flight since such behaviour can
impact passenger safety and comfort.

It would seem tolerance levels are dipping
with several incidents such as attempts to open
emergency exits and accessing lifesaving equip-
ment without reason. Reports also cite passen-
gers abusing crew and fellow travellers, and the
loud chanting of prayers and bhajans. The
amendments seek to empower airlines and cabin
crew act immediately, unlike before, when such
behaviour was overshadowed by lengthy No-Fly
List procedures that focused on more serious is-
sues such as national security. Whether the pro-
posed changes would lead to high-handedness
and offset the balance of power between passen-
gers and airline staff is a moot point. Aviation ex-
perts stress that the cabin crew’s primary role is
for flight safety. However, a credible argument
against the proposed amendments would cite the
IndiGo fiasco where the airline’s response to pilot
deployment rules was found to be influenced by
revenue considerations, leading to much anger
among passengers. It would seem that the
amendments would empower airlines against
“unruly” behaviour arising from legitimate anger
over unfair practices too. So, while the amend-
ments may be necessary in the overall interest of
flight safety and a smooth passenger experience,
they should not serve other purposes such as de-
flecting passenger grievances. One safeguard
would be to make a distinction between “unruly”
behaviour on the ground versus disruptive beha-
viour during flight. Safeguards are needed to al-
low redress against airline overreach.

20F. Flight overreach

IS H sifasmHur

e Disruptive behaviour must not be confused
with airing of grievances

fageTo) TaeR ! Rl 1 sifisafea & I
Yiird T8l fobar S =i

Unruly passenger behaviour in aviation

faur 8§ sifeafaa gt saagR

e A disturbing phenomenon in aviation is
unruly passenger behaviour. The International Air
Transport Association (IATA) has pointed out that
in 2023, there was one incident for every 480
flights, from one for every 568 flights in 2022.

U & o fRidreTe ge siffd arit deR ¢

AN TR iUl THIRIERI (IATA) = §amT fb
2023 T g¥ 480 ISTHI UR TS TeT g5, ofaid 2022
B 568 ISTHI IR TP g1 |

¢ InIndia, the Directorate General of Civil
Aviation (DGCA) is proposing to amend rules such
that airlines can directly impose a flying ban of up to
30 days without referring the matter to the competent
authority.
YR § SRIRGENe svd 31w Rifaa gfauze
(DGCA) T & Tl &1 Uedrd & X8T1 @ i
TIRARY o1 &M MRISRT & dgH & e 30 feat
qP IS Ufaae T G |

e The DGCA has broadened the concept of
unruly behaviour with six new categories: smoking
on board, consumption of alcohol on domestic flights,
tampering with emergency exits, unauthorised use of
life-saving equipment such as life jackets, engaging in
protests or sloganeering, and unruly conduct arising
from intoxication.

DGCA 7 I rifd aasR & uRYUY & B8 -3
forat & Ty faxgd foran & famm & UM, R SSH!
T IR Yo, MR HeN ¥ §831S, a8h
é%a@rsﬁaﬂ?wmﬁmmmﬁw faRiy
T ARG, 3R T T I A RIT ATeR |

e Currently, airlines must report disruptive
passengers to an independent committee, headed
by a retired district and sessions judge, which will
decide within 45 days whether to add them to the
official no-fly list.

I H TRATRY & f[ducHeR! Gl &t ga-1 W@
gfafa & 7 gt B, et sregerar Qanfags foren
Td G ArATefR 3d 8, ot 45 fef # fAofg ad 8 fs
I8 MR -FeITs Gt o A A1 1 81|

e Unruly behaviour would now be monitored by airlines from the check-in counter although the
focus is on the flight since such behaviour can impact passenger safety and comfort.

3T YP-57 PIEeX J gl AT AR P TR I S, gTeifer & S8 UR 7N Flfh
U1 FAER AT YRET 3R SMRTH B GHIIT R Fhal |
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e |t would seem tolerance levels are dipping with incidents such as attempts to open
emergency exits and accessing lifesaving equipment without reason.

U1 Ul BiT & o STt T B & T SR forT HRU SHawRe® SUHRT &
SUIRT St gersil ¥ Fg=iiadr 9e @1 gl

e Reports also cite passengers abusing crew and fellow travellers, and loud chanting of
prayers and bhajans.
Rt # qIal R g 3R Agantal & A1y gl aul UrAT 3R WelH & SRGR SR
&1 +ff S B

¢ The amendments seek to empower airlines and cabin crew to act immediately, unlike
before, when behaviour was overshadowed by lengthy No-Fly List procedures focused on
national security.
Y BT ILT TARATS 3R BfAT P &1 G¥d BRATS B B MR &1 8, T T IR
ciefl A1-trRITS AT Ufsparait § a e T S AP JRAT R diad |

o Whether the proposed changes would lead to high-handedness and offset the balance of
power between passengers and airline staff is a moot point.
T YA UREd HHT & §Tdd 3R AT 9 TaRarg WP & s fad dga-
fSrTIS™, @i faare &1 fawa

e Aviation experts stress that the cabin crew’s primary role is flight safety.
T ORI &1 FHg1 § [ BfamT 7 31 WuRe YRIeT s JRem 5|

e However, critics cite the IndiGo fiasco, where airline response to pilot deployment rules
was influenced by revenue considerations, causing passenger anger.
3N $fe faarg o1 3eexvr 3d €, Sef urade aHedt fAamt R wRars &1 ufafsan
o faaRy § gifaa o, o il o smepi= gl

e The amendments could empower airlines against “unruly” behaviour arising from legitimate
anger over unfair practices too.
%ﬂg?‘%ﬁgﬂﬁ Sfad wyTefl IR 3T eI ¥ I “IUf AT HagR & o +t

I

e While necessary for flight safety and smooth passenger experience, they should not serve
other purposes such as deflecting passenger grievances.

TTalh T IST YR 3R gk IEN U & o sawass §, W 3= arht Rreraal & e
B & forT IugnT 81 g1 =T

e One safeguard would be distinguishing between “unruly behaviour” on the ground and
disruptive behaviour during flight.

TP YR&fT IUTT Ig BT b S R “3if~ifa saagr 3ik 38 & R faueaor) uagR
H 3icR fopar sy
e Safeguards are needed to allow redress against airline overreach.

TIRATRA &t AATUS e & Ao Igd & T JRa IUTT Sa=TF ¢ |
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Unresolved India-China
boundary is affecting ties,
says General Naravane

Il{!“ol B!!ttac!e ee

DIBRUGARH

The “unresolved” nature
of the India-China “boun-
dary” is at the heart of bi-
lateral problems, said
former Army chief General
Manoj Mukund Naravane
(retd.). Speaking on his
newly published novel The
Cantonment Conspiracy: A
Military Thriller at the Di-
brugarh University Inter-
national Literature Festival
(DUILF) on Thursday, the
former chief of the Indian
Army said that the India-
China boundary remains
“nebulous” and India has
always emphasised that it
will not tolerate “unilateral
use of force” by China.
“China is a very impor-
tant neighbour of ours
with whom we have had a
troubled relationship. We
have to understand that
the trouble that we are hav-
ing is because of the unre-
solved nature of the boun-
dary between the two
countries,” said General

Q It’s not that boundary
issues cannot be

resolved. It can be resolved

but it has to be resolved through

dialogue and discussion

GEN. MANOJ MUKUND NARAVANE (Retd.)

Former Army chief

Naravane, while pointing
out that he is using the
term ‘boundary’ with extra
emphasis as ‘boundary’
and ‘border’ cannot be
used interchangeably in
case of the Line of Actual
Control between India and
China.

Comparing the India-
China boundary with the
India-Bangladesh border,
Mr. Naravane said: “The In-
dia-Bangladesh border is
recognised by both the
countries and marked on
the map. The India-China
border is notional.”

‘Genesis of problem’
“That is the genesis of the
problem and that is why

from time to time when
these differences of opi-
nion [on the boundary] ar-
ise, we have clashes along
various parts of this boun-
dary...,” said General Nara-
vane, emphasising that
these clashes can be avoid-
ed as there are a number of
agreements between the
two countries to prevent
escalation of  such
situations.

“It’s not that boundary
issues cannot be resolved.
It can be resolved but it has
to be resolved through dia-
logue and discussion,” said
General Naravane.

(The reporter is being
hosted by DUILF where he
is a guest speaker)

20F. Unresolved India-China boundary is affecting ties, says General Naravane

Sgsit HRG- WAT GaeY B guifad & I8 8, TR a0l 3 Hgl

The “unresolved” nature of the India-China “boundary” is at the heart of bilateral problems,
said former Army chief General Manoj Mukund Naravane (retd.).

YRI-I AT &7 - ey fuela sl &1 org # 8, U8 91d gd Y91 E
SR T 995G (Harfrge) A Ha|

Speaking on his newly published novel The Cantonment Conspiracy: A Military Thriller at
the Dibrugarh University International Literature Festival (DUILF) on Thursday, the
former chief of the Indian Army said that the India-China boundary remains “nebulous” and
India has always emphasised that it will not tolerate “unilateral use of force” by China.
TeaR 1 fEre fayfaemers siavrdia wifew #eIa (DUILF) # 310 &1l 81 H Uepiiid
U The Cantonment Conspiracy: A Military Thriller R Ead g, YR I & tlﬁ
TG 3 BT & HR-TH AT “3RUY” 51 83 & 3R HRd A §HN 3T a1d R SR 3 2 o o
T R “THARBT 6 WART Bl TG o] DT

“China is a very important neighbour of ours with whom we have had a troubled relationship.

I TART e 9gd AUl Uor 7, e Iy gAR Ydey THENRA 38 B
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We have to understand that the trouble that we are having is because of the unresolved
nature of the boundary between the two countries,” said General Naravane.

0 U T BN b S ST §H SRR 2, 3 2T 390 % o A d YA WY &
HRUE,” TR ARG0 A HgT|

He pointed out that he is using the term ‘boundary’ with extra emphasis as ‘boundary’ and
‘border’ cannot be used interchangeably in case of the Line of Actual Control between India
and China.

B@ﬁqﬁlﬁwﬁ?aﬁ”boundaw'wwmﬂ@?%@% Fifes YR 3R T & o T
qrafae fAEEor @ & I 7 ‘boundary’ 3R ‘border’ sl T URER IUTNT AT81 foba 11
HehdT|

Comparing the India-China boundary with the India-Bangladesh border, Mr. Naravane said:
YRA-A AT B g YRA-IRATGRT T ¥ HRd §U, R0l - Hgl:

“The India-Bangladesh border is recognised by both the countries and marked on the map.
“URA-IHATGRT STHT T SR GRT HI-Ial U & 3R o1 IR fafgd 81

The India-China border is notional.”

YRA-HH AT Breufe g 17

‘Genesis of problem’
THHT D AT

“That is the genesis of the problem and that is why from time to time when these differences
of opinion [on the boundary] arise, we have clashes along various parts of this boundary...,”
said General Naravane.

“TE] AT Bt IR & 3R 3 SR JHI-JHT TR o [HH B AhR] HAHG SHA 8, o 39
Frar & faftrsr et # st 8t §...,” SR -Rau 3 Tl

He emphasised that these clashes can be avoided as there are a number of agreements
between the two countries to prevent escalation of such situations.

T SR G Hel b U SUT ¥ 1 off Hebdll 5, il Q8! R BT g 9 JIpA B
fere G 3= & g < THghd AN G §

“I's not that boundary issues cannot be resolved.

U7 781 & o e el gef o1 g et 8 el

It can be resolved but it has to be resolved through dialogue and discussion,” said General
Naravane.

T YT ST bl §, AT SHBT AT TG MR Tl & A1ed I g1 1 A1fe,” SRa
T 3 HEl
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India signs statement
condemning Israel’s
plan for West Bank

sur RTINS . . . ..., Counci,

NEW DELHI

A day after it skipped a
joint appearance with oth-
er countries at the United
Nations to condemn Israel
for its plans for West Bank
settlements, India signed a
joint statement late on
Wednesday night.

The statement, which
was read out by the Palesti-
nian Ambassador to the
UN, Riyad Mansour, on
Tuesday in New York, criti-
cised the Israeli govern-
ment for its moves to ex-
pand its control over the
West Bank areas under the
Palestinian Authority.

Among those who ac-
companied Mr. Mansour
were diplomats from Arab
nations, BRICS members,
Japan and Australia, Euro-
pean Union member states
such as Germany, and all
permanent members of

except for the U.S.

India’s initial decision
not to sign the statement,
was seen as linked to Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
travel to Israel on February
2526 and his upcoming
meetings with  Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu. The decision
was surprising given In-
dia’s traditional support
for a Palestinian state and
its past criticism of Israel’s
settlement policy. Howev-
er, the government ap-
peared to shift its position
and signed the document.

“More than 100 states
and international organiza-
tions have joined the state-
ment condemning Israel’s
unilateral measures and re-
jecting annexation,” the
Palestinian  government
announced late on Wed-
nesday, including India’s
name in the statement.

20F. India signs statement
condemning Israel’s plan for
West Bank

YR 7 a% §& & g
SORTSH I AierAT Bt e
B AT TITH TR TATER
fog

e A day after it skipped a joint
appearance with other countries at
the United Nations to condemn
Israel for its plans for West Bank
settlements, India signed a joint
statement late on Wednesday night.
TG Y H I dF R ot
TIorT o folt SoRTSd &1 T a3 5
3 SN o 1Y TG IUTRUT Bre
¥ U {71 91g, YRA A qUAR R 7A@
T T UM W gHIER U

e The statement, which was
read out by the Palestinian
Ambassador to the UN, Riyad
Mansour, on Tuesday in New York,
criticised the Israeli government for
its moves to expand its control over
the West Bank areas under the
Palestinian Authority.

g §uH, o wge Iy |
fopferit+t Tiga frarg wR =
TR &1 <A1 § TG AT,
fipferdt=t uriereRor & s v
g &3 W g0 g & forw
ZORTS N IRPR B1 AT PRAT 8l
¢ Among those who
accompanied Mr. Mansour were

diplomats from Arab nations, BRICS members, Japan and Australia, European Union
member states such as Germany, and all permanent members of the UN Security Council,

except for the U.S.

ot TR & WY R M, fored wawy M, WU iR SR feran

, QRN Y & =T =N oy

STHAY, SR WY Y Y& URE & T R Fawd <Xl & e Hieg U, SRRt 3

BISHI|

e |ndia’s initial decision not to sign the statement, was seen as linked to Prime Minister

Narendra Modi’s travel to Israel on February 25-26 and his upcoming meetings with Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu.

URA BT B3 T 3 TIM W GXAIER 7 B D1 (0l qemaest ¥ 7idt o1 25-26 BRad o
ZORTSH IR 3R SRTS e WUTHE ST Ad-a1g & Iy 30! S o] I ST AMT
R
The decision was surprising given India’s traditional support for a Palestinian state and its
past criticism of Israel’s settlement policy.

Tg fAvfg YRd & fpferedi=i Irea & fore uRufve qudF sik sorga 9t a9mae Hifa ot gd
ST B & §U T ara T
However, the government appeared to shift its position and signed the document.

BT, TRBHR = U 3 Fall g3 Ueid fhar iR gxardel IR gwier & U]
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o “More than 100 states and international organizations have joined the statement
condemning Israel’s unilateral measures and rejecting annexation,” the Palestinian
government announced late on Wednesday, including India’s name in the statement.

“100 & ¥ 3= 3R 3i

farerg & RS H=A ard 59 ST A WM gipr gAd= e 3, i+t TR A guar R

TSI 3 VRIS P THAIBT BEHI Bl (1] B 3R

I YO &t ForgH s § HRd &1 71F Wt 2nfire fosar )

Tehran reenters the global geopolitical spotlight

DC - then under President Barack Obama —

embarked on a multi-national, complicated,
and ambitious journey to negotiate with Iran to
curtail its nuclear programme. The United States,
along with some of its allies, particularly Israel,
was at a level convinced that Tehran had set out
to develop a nuclear weapons programme. The
negotiations, which involved a consortium of
United Nations Security Council Members along
with Germany, collectively known as the P5+1,
managed to reach an agreement in 2015 called
the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action (JCPOA).
The aim was to install guardrails around the Shia
power’s nuclear activities, which its then
President Hassan Rouhani and the Supreme
Leader Ayatollah Khamanei maintained, was only
for civil use.

ln late 2013, the White House in Washington

The Trump years

In 2018, as the first presidency of Donald Trump
began, the U.S. exited the agreement leaving not
just Iran but also its allies in Europe in the lurch.
Russia and China, technically allies for Iran, but
not wanting a nuclearised West Asia, were also
left stumped. Mr. Trump had long advocated that
the JCPOA was farcical and negotiated in a way
which did not secure American interests. Fast
forward to 2025. Now, in Mr. Trump’s second run
as President, the U.S., with Israel, bombed Iran’s
nuclear and air defence sites followed by a
narrative that the country’s capacities to pursue
such weapons lied in tatters.

However, a few months following the attacks,
Mr. Trump is now chasing a deal through
diplomacy, in a very similar manner as Mr.
Obama did and succeeded, albeit not a perfect
one. Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu,
who, in a speech at the United Nations in 2012,
had shown a drawing depicting the various stages

-
Kabir Taneja
is Executive Director
of the Observer

Research Foundation
Middle East

Iran returns to
haunt the
United States
and West Asia
alike

at which Iran’s nuclear programme had
progressed, kept stopping Tehran as a
non-negotiable security aim. With Mr. Obama,
and even President Joe Biden later, Mr.
Netanyahu had limited success. But with Mr.
Trump, it was an opportunity as the Israeli leader
managed to market his state’s celebrated
intelligence apparatus’s assessment that Iran was
racing towards nuclear weapons. While the U.S.’s
assessments differed, Mr. Netanyahu's
whisperings in Mr. Trump’s ear won the battle.

Now, in 2026, even as the U.S. moves notable
military capacity in the region while
simultaneously holding talks with Iran, hosted by
long-time mediator Oman, Mr. Trump seemingly
wants his own JCPOA. The language from the
White House today resembles that of the
pre-Obama era. “...  insisted that negotiations
with Iran continue to see whether or not a deal
can be consummated,” he said. “If it can, I let the
Prime Minister know that will be a preference. If
it cannot, we will just have to see what the
outcome will be,” Mr. Trump said while meeting
Mr. Netanyahu, who, once again, had to rush to
the White House as U.S. interlocutors met their
Iranian counterparts in Muscat.

No escalation is what the Arab powers want
Arab powers of the Gulf, who over the past year
or two have committed hundreds of billions of
dollars of investment towards Mr. Trump, despite
their own troubles with Tehran, do not want to
see military escalation. And it is not just them.
Others across the world would rather see talks
succeed than fail, avoiding pushing the region
into another conflict which could run for years
should it spread. Iran has made no bones that it
retains the kinetic capacity to strike back —a
claim that is increasingly being taken seriously by
analysts and officials alike. Further threats from

Tehran that any strikes this time will be met by
retaliation targeting U.S. military facilities in the
region, largely situated in the Gulf states, have led
to anxieties peaking. The stress is not coming
from Iran’s intentions, but more from an inability
to predict or influence Mr. Trump’s thinking.

The stakes for India

The Iran file coming back as a point of
geopolitical friction, at a moment when the world
identifies more as a disordered than an ordered
one, poses renewed challenges for many. India,
for example, was a supporter of the erstwhile
JCPOA process. In fact, New Delhi had
highlighted to its peers in Tehran the perks of
such an agreement, such as ease of sanctions and
a return of oil trade. Iran was at a point one of the
top two oil suppliers for India, only to lose out as
U.S. pressure peaked. JCPOA was seen as the way
out. But even as focus usually comes down to oil,
or the Chabahar Port, a long-standing Indian
connectivity investment, Tehran remains an
important political player — for its fractious
relationship with Pakistan, its practicality with
the Taliban in Afghanistan, and its posturing in
Central Asia vis-a-vis Turkish and Pakistani
influences. Iran offers much for India than just its
West Asia policies.

Finally, Iran also stands at a crossroads.
Internal protests have been consistent, gnawing
into the state’s political stability. The ‘moderates’,
once powerful, have had to align with their
conservative peers to build a nationalists
narrative following the U.S. bombings. Domestic
power plays, much like before, will heavily
impact external outcomes. Any success of these
talks will be a better option moving forward than
the alternatives being presented by the largest
American military build-up in the region since
2003.

20F. Tehran reenters the global geopolitical spotlight

A Ay Y Iorifoe S5 A R A U Fare

The Trump years

TUdH qu

e In late 2013, the White House in Washington DC — then under President Barack Obama
— embarked on a multi-national, complicated, and ambitious journey to negotiate with
Iran to curtail its nuclear programme.

2013 & 3id H, qIRiTe St &1 ®T3e 38T — 9 WP NTHT & 3T — S &
URHTY] HTRIHH B A B & AU TP, wifed SR Agarsiah arat iR A

o The United States, along with some of its allies, particularly Israel, was convinced that

Tehran had set out to develop a nuclear weapons programme.

I IMARPT 3R ITP F3 JgarT, ARV SoRIS, B Ay UT f dgT = WA
BRRR Brdwd fAeRd BT = &< fear |
e The negotiations involved a consortium of United Nations Security Council Members along
with Germany, collectively known as the P5+1.
gﬁfﬁﬁgaawgﬁ?&nuﬁw%?m 3R o=t =i 2, RO WMt ® ©U ¥ P5+1 HET ol
I

o They reached an agreement in 2015 called the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action
(JCPOA).

IBH 2015 H Jgad ATIS BT AISHT (JCPOA) THEG JHHdT faar|
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The aim was to install guardrails around Iran’s nuclear activities, which President Hassan
Rouhani and Supreme Leader Ayatollah Khamanei maintained were only for civil use.

IR S PT U ity W FHrisor Rifid w1 o1, B Agufa g6 T8t 3R
mwwmﬁmmm$mm|

In 2018, during the first presidency of Donald Trump, the U.S. exited the agreement,
leaving Iran and its European allies in uncertainty.

2018 T, SIFTeS €U & Ugd Hr®TA H, et arsia | are? 8! 141, fors $14 ik 3T&
RIMH gl saHe™ ¥ Us U
Russia and China, though technically allies of Iran, were also left unsettled as they did not
want a nuclearised West Asia.
3@1@?#, YA 81 53 & weant &, bR ot SRR 35 Fifes 3wy ufdm wikrar =61 argd

I
Mr. Trump argued that the JCPOA was farcical and failed to secure American interests.
ot Su T b U1 i JIcPoA FRd® U1 3R smfYast faal ot vem & wxan
In 2025, during his second presidency, the U.S. with Israel bombed Iran’s nuclear and air
defence sites, claiming its weapons capacity was destroyed
2025 B, TR HRIGTA & GRM, MRS A 3RS F 1Y s 9 & TRAT] 3R a1
&I f¥&TH1 uR gwen T, I8 a1 HRd gU b I9@! eRAR &dr Ay 8 T |
Months later, Mr. Trump pursued a diplomatic deal, similar to Obama’s approach, despite
earlier military action.
$© HelFl a8, ft U A Fe-ifae gugia & SR B, S Narr F B F ToE AR
Israel’s Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu, who in 2012 at the United Nations warned
about Iran’s nuclear progress, consistently viewed stopping Tehran as a security priority.
SURIS & UYL dofie Adwarg, 61+ 2012 & WY Y § §IH & ULATY HTIHH Bt
Tara! & A, dgRH B T JR&T WA ar Id 36|
With Obama and later President Joe Biden, Mr. Netanyahu had limited success, but with
Trump he found greater influence.

SIR 91 H IPuf Sl a15S+ & WY Ad=A1g &1 GHerdl e g1, Al ¢u & Ty

RECaRlCRC RERG T
Israel promoted intelligence assessments that Iran was racing towards nuclear weapons,
influencing Trump’s stance.
TORTSH A U8 3Nl UK faa fb 14 UHTY] gRARY 91 3R 9¢ Te1 8, S du &1 5@
YHTIdd g3l
In 2026, the U.S. is deploying military capacity while also conducting talks with Iran in
Muscat, Oman, seeking a deal similar to the JCPOA.

2026 H, MR A= &HaT dTd B2 @17 3R 1Y B 3HTH & A¥pe H I & 1Y araf
HIIET R, Ol ICPOA ST THSNGT gl 3|

Mr. Trump stated negotiations would continue to see if a deal can be consummated,
otherwise outcomes remain uncertain.

ot ¢u 3 wet for aral SR} R s @1 1 9 % qwehr 8) G 8 a1 =g, syt ufkomy
SR T

He conveyed this position while meeting Benjamin Netanyahu, even as U.S. and Iranian
interlocutors met in Muscat.

321 Tg fUfY S Aq=urg ¥ garsId & SR ordd 31, oid SRt 3R SRt ufafaify
¥ ¥ |

No escalation is what the Arab powers want

3RY el gfg 8 Tredt

Arab powers of the Gulf, who over the past year or two have committed hundreds of

billions of dollars of investment towards Mr. Trump, despite their own troubles with Tehran,
do not want to see military escalation.

WIS B 3Re Yfdadt, gl e uw-aY auf § Abs! e ST &1 Faw ot du @t 3R fasar
2, 37 A8 & 1Y q1d & STaele A gfeg e A |

And it is not just them. Others across the world would rather see talks succeed than fail,
avoiding pushing the region into another conflict which could run for years should it spread.
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3R Paa agt T, gfar R F 3 3 i araf ) Ferdr Tred 8, difd 8 B T SR gy
YT J TR S G, O e IR I q I Thell 5|

Iran has made no bones that it retains the kinetic capacity to strike back — a claim
increasingly taken seriously by analysts and officials.

R A WY 541 § o IS U SraTell HIRaTs & AT &l § — o fazaws ok siftrerdt
MRAT I AR

Further threats from Tehran that any strikes will be met by retaliation targeting U.S. military
facilities in the region, largely situated in the Gulf states, have led to anxieties peaking.

deT &1 ey [ it ot gel 1 wfamity &7 H fRud sfvest =g fesr, faxive @rdt
o=, W ENT, A R s €

The stress is not coming from Iran’s intentions, but more from an inability to predict or
influence Mr. Trump’s thinking.

TG 3 B U Y T} afces i SU A W BT g AT IUT T PR IR I B

The stakes for India

HRd & fore i

The Iran file returning as a point of geopolitical friction, in a world increasingly seen as
disordered, poses renewed challenges.

S G R § RIfae a1d 6 SHR 381 5, 3R U sreuafeyd fay & =5 gHifadl dar
T

India had supported the earlier JCPOA process and highlighted to Tehran the benefits such
as sanctions relief and resumption of oil trade.

YR A Ugd JCPOA Wi &1 I0= fasan 3R a1 &1 39 ary o ufaae & 3gd iR
e ATIR Y A9 ST

Iran was once among the top two oil suppliers for India before losing position due to U.S.
pressure.

I HHt URA & o =i @Y e smufdepatan & ur, dfers sifvat qara & eRor it 81
The JCPOA was seen as a way out, but beyond oil and Chabahar Port, Tehran remains a
key political player.

JCPOA &1 THIYT T T, TR I 3R IIM8R §637Ng U 31 o dg1= U Agayuf
Torifa® et 2

Its relevance includes relations with Pakistan, pragmatism with the Taliban in Afghanistan,
and posture in Central Asia against Turkish and Pakistani influence.

BT HEd UIfpEaTT J Ja, B -RaT- | dIierar & J1Y g, 3R Hed TR o
P! T UIfpwarl gHEG & TH H 5

Iran offers more to India than only its West Asia policies.

H YRA F 1T Haet i efkmr ifa 3 st 7e@ @d@ gl

Finally, Iran stands at a crossroads with ongoing internal protests affecting political
stability.
WW%%NW%WWWWWWWM@
gHIfdd PG B |

The moderates, once powerful, aligned with conservatives to build a nationalist narrative
after U.S. bombings.

B YHTIIC SERATEY, 3RS SHIRY & 918 AFATGr HUT S 5 Fleariad] B Y 31

|

Domestic power plays will strongly influence external outcomes.

TR Wi Y STed! RO & TeRTs 9 UHIfad B |

Any success of these talks would be a better path than alternatives presented by the largest
U.S. military build-up since 2003.

%amaﬁaﬁmzoosﬂ?mma%&mﬁaﬁﬁwmﬁ%ﬁwﬁmﬁm
|
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How China plans to dominate global
trade long after Trump leaves office

Beijing pursues 20 free-trade agreements amid US. tariffs; China aims to embed more deeply in global trade to counter US. pressure; Reuters review

of Chinese policy papers shows systematic bid to neutralise U.S. containment; China's huge trade surplus complicates its global ambitions

INSIGHT

Reuters
BEIJING

hina sees an open-
ing to turn Presi-
dent Donald

Trump’s tariffs to its advan-
tage by reshaping global
trade in ways that would
insulate its $19 trillion eco-
nomy from U.S. pressure
far into the future. Beijing
is exploiting the uncertain-
ty created by Trump to try
to stitch China’s vast manu-
facturing base into the
world’s biggest economic
blocs, including the Euro-
pean Union, Gulf States
and a trans-Pacific trade
pact, a Reuters examina-
tion found. The push in-
volves accelerating efforts
to clinch some 20 trade
deals in total, many years
in the making, despite wi-
despread concerns about
China’s  overproduction,
uneven market access and
soft domestic demand.

A Reuters review of 100
Chinese-language articles
by state-backed trade scho-
lars written since 2017 re-
veals a systematic push by
China’s policy advisers to
reverse-engineer U.S. trade
policy and neutralise
Washington’s containment
strategy. China is now put-
ting that blueprint into ac-
tion. The deal reached
with Canada during Prime
Minister Mark Carney’s Ja-
nuary visit to Beijing —
which slashes tariffs on

e

No sparks: U.S. President Donald Trump and Chinese President Xi Jinping. REUTERS FILE

Chinese electric vehicles —
was the first of many
aimed at breaking U.S. lev-
erage, according to inter-
views with 10 people, in-
cluding Chinese officials
and trade diplomats.
“Don’t interrupt your
opponent when he is mak-
ing a mistake,” said one
Chinese official of Trump’s
disruptive trade agenda.

Trade strategy papers

The review, drawn from
over 2,000 trade-strategy
papers endorsed by the
Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences (CASS) and Pek-
ing University, which ad-
vise top leaders, shows pol-
icy insiders broadly accept
that painful structural
change is a price worth
paying for China’s long-
term dominance of global
commerce. The papers’

ee

A Reuters review of 100
Chinese-language
articles by state-backed
trade scholars shows a
systematic push by
China’s policy advisers to
neutralise Washington’s
containment strategy

contents are reported here
for the first time.

Upend trade policy
If successful, Beijing could
upend more than a decade
of U.S. trade policy by plac-
ing itself at the heart of a
new, China-shaped multi-
lateral order, two Western
diplomats said.

“The Chinese have a gol-
den opportunity now,”
said Alicia Garcia Herrero,

senior fellow at the Bruegel
think tank.

China’s commerce mi-
nistry didn’t respond to a
request for comment
about Beijing’s strategy.

Asked about China’s ap-
proach, a U.S. official told
Reuters it was no surprise
that countries with large
trade surpluses sought to
maintain globalisation.

“President Trump is fix-
ing the problems globalisa-
tion caused for the U.S.
while other countries are
trying to double down on
globalisation as free mar-
ket access to the U.S. goes
away,” the official said.

Building blocs

The shift in China’s tone re-
flects its calculations. A
year ago, Beijing was invok-
ing Mao Zedong and its
ability to fend off the West

in the Korean War with
martial propaganda.

Now, as China prepares
to welcome Trump in
April, its diplomats are
touring the world urging
trading partners to join it
in defending multilateral-
ism and open trade. In Ja-
nuary, China dispatched its
top diplomat to tiny Le-
sotho - which Trump in-
itially hit with a 50% tariff -
to pledge development
cooperation.

On Saturday, state me-
dia said China would im-
plement zero tariffs on im-
ports from 53 African
countries. Meanwhile, Chi-
na is pitching Al-powered
customs systems to neigh-
bours and working to re-
tool digital infrastructure
that underpin commerce.

The moves underline a
goal identified in the policy
papers: to embed China so
deeply in global trade that
partners can't afford to de-
couple under U.S. pres-
sure. “In countering U.S.
strategic competition with
China, anti-decoupling’
should become China’s
primary focus,” wrote Ni-
Feng, fellow at CASS’s Insti-
tute of American Studies,
in 2024. Since 2017, China
has been negotiating with
countries, including Hon-

duras, Panama, Peru,
South Korea and
Switzerland.

“We are willing to nego-

tiate bilateral and regional
trade and investment
agreements with interest-
ed countries and regions,”

commerce ministry spo-
kesperson He Yonggian
told Reuters. China’s fo-
reign minister Wang Yi sur-
prised European negotia-
tors in November by
raising the prospect of a
free-trade agreement with
Brussels during talks with
his Estonian counterpart.
A month later, Wang
pressed the Gulf Coopera-
tion Council to conclude
long-running talks on a
free-trade agreement. In Ja-
nuary, British Prime Minis-
ter Keir Starmer agreed
with Chinese leader Xi
Jinping to launch a feasibil-
ity study into a trade-in-ser-
vices agreement that could
reduce barriers for British
firms. German Chancellor
Friedrich Merz has said he
will seek “strategic part-
nerships” with China dur-
ing a trip next week.

China’s commerce mi-
nister Wang Wentao has
made joining the Compre-
hensive and Progressive
Agreement for Trans-Pacif-
ic Partnership (CPTPP) a
priority. The pact has its
roots in the U.S.-backed
Trans-Pacific Partnership,
developed in part to coun-
ter China before Washing-
ton withdrew in 2017.

But China’s huge trade
surplus complicates the
pitch. Some member coun-
tries worry Chinese manu-
facturers may use im-
proved market access to
funnel excess low-cost
goods abroad, while Chi-
na’s domestic demand re-
mains sluggish.

20F. How China plans to dominate global trade long after Trump leaves office

T & Ug Bied & dd 9ud a1¢ Wi afye saruR w99 &1 vy waifid #e 3

e Beijing pursues 20 free-trade agreements amid U.S. tariffs; China aims to embed more
deeply in global trade to counter U.S. pressure; Reuters review of Chinese policy papers
shows systematic bid to neutralise U.S. containment; China’s huge trade surplus
complicates its global ambitions.

3R

Jeobl o &g SifSRT 20 Y-

YR JHS)

B 3T §¢T 8T §; A ARt gar &1

HHTEa B & T AFYF AR & SR TeXE © T ared 8; I i 0l 1 e aie
q AR IR1Ed) B RIS B B IafRUd SR I 317 8; A+ &1 fawd SR
ST ! AP AgaTHiaNaN o) Sifed s 2|

e China sees an opening to turn President Donald Trump’s tariffs to its advantage by reshaping
global trade in ways that would insulate its $19 trillion economy from U.S. pressure far into

the future.

F TR SIS T & Yool Y 310 Ut H HiSH BT 3(a¥R 3 X617, dlfch A TR i
U TRE TS a1 o 9o 1 SuaT 10 R star &1 ardfds a9y o oRast aara

q WA

e Beijing is exploiting the uncertainty created by Trump to try to stitch China’s vast
manufacturing base into the world’s biggest economic blocs, including the European Union,
Gulf States and a trans-Pacific trade pact, a Reuters examination found.
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e The push involves accelerating efforts to clinch some 20 trade deals in total, many years in
the making, despite widespread concerns about China’s overproduction, uneven market
access and soft domestic demand.

T TIN B $of FHATHR TTHIT 20 UTIR JHSNG! $1 3ifaH 9 &7 &1 1fd o B A 8,
S auf § Gfd €, STafd I &1 Siftres IsuteH, SRTATH SToIR UEH 3R HHGIR OXe AT &
ABR Y a5 g3 B

o A Reuters review of 100 Chinese-language articles by state-backed trade scholars written
since 2017 reveals a systematic push by China’s policy advisers to reverse-engineer U.S.
trade policy and neutralise Washington’s containment strategy.

2017 ¥ ford 71U IToa-9Afid AR fagHi & 100 - HTST AEl 31 Ay FHIET 3 uar Iadm
g & F9 & 7 TaeaR smfke) aarur Hifa &1 Rad-seifafin o alkimeT o trred
Yo & FSyTE v & fore afyd T R IR §

e Chinais now putting that blueprint into action.
I 3fd IU T I 3 & o1 G 5|

e The deal reached with Canada during Prime Minister Mark Carney’s January visit to Beijing
— which slashes tariffs on Chinese electric vehicles — was the first of many aimed at
breaking U.S. leverage, according to interviews with 10 people, including Chinese officials
and trade diplomats.

T SIBINGT SR IR IS Afgd 10 AT & AIATHRI B SR, UUTH AT BT
! oAt § FSHT IET & SR HAIST & 1Y g3 FHhal — H It gafde® argal ®
Leob DA [T TTY — SARD! To1d D1 TS P I52d I T T g FHSIIG! H ggel ol

¢ “Don’t interrupt your opponent when he is making a mistake,” said one Chinese official of
Trump’s disruptive trade agenda.

< P! fageTbRI AR Aifd W Te Al SfABRI A DT, “STa TuehT Ufagat Terdt &R BT 81
dASE I ARG

Trade strategy papers
AR

e The review, drawn from over 2,000 trade-strategy papers endorsed by the Chinese
Academy of Social Sciences (CASS) and Peking University, which advise top leaders,
shows policy insiders broadly accept that painful structural change is a price worth paying
for China’s long-term dominance of global commerce.

T arsfi T TaATE S aral TSI ThsHT 3T [Rrd ASAW (CASS) 3R dfdr
fayfaemera grT 9aRid 2,000 | i ATIR-IUFITA SaTaw @ ot 7S FHte o § fo
Hifa-Fofar a5 e €U A WHR S ¢ [ I & SradTiad afyd SR YY@ & g
TP YATHP JGard U Wi Hiad |

o The papers’ contents are reported here for the first time.

3 xaTdvll o I Ugt ugell IR RUld ot S @ g |

Upend trade policy
IR Hifa d

e |f successful, Beijing could upend more than a decade of U.S. trade policy by placing itself at
the heart of a new, China-shaped multilateral order, two Western diplomats said.

&I UigH) IeHRS! A Pel fob afe U8 wd g1, dl slifeiTT Teb AT, Fi-3mepfa atet aguaha
AR & H% N WG B! WG HR U GH ¥ HF bt At saraR Hifa &) Iae gobdr gl

¢ “The Chinese have a golden opportunity now,” said Alicia Garcia Herrero, senior fellow at
the Bruegel think tank.
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e China’'s commerce ministry didn’t respond to a request for comment about Beijing’s strategy.
FIORT BT UMY IR fewult & rRYY &1 19 & aIfored WA 3 ®is olaid el [adTl

o Asked about China’s approach, a U.S. official told Reuters it was no surprise that countries
with large trade surpluses sought to maintain globalisation.
= & RPN W I TH R Te AR SR A ey 9 gl & 7 AR iy aral
SR GRT AieUT ST 3G BT DI DS 31T Bt a1 g 5 |

o “President Trump is fixing the problems globalisation caused for the U.S. while other countries
are trying to double down on globalisation as free market access to the U.S. goes away,” the
official said.

ST 3 FogT, YR HI 3 THTST Bl S IR I8 & S IR0 T RapT o g T
e 3= <R afihRUl IR SR SR ¢ X8 & o ARSI Jad aoiR Ugd W 81 X8l g I”

Builqm .blocs
TSyl o1 fAmtor

e The shift in China’s tone reflects its calculations.
I & 5o | 31T SGAId SHD! TS Pl G=1idl 5

e A year ago, Beijing was invoking Mao Zedong and its ability to fend off the West in the
Korean War with martial propaganda.

TP T Ug, SSRT Arel ST 3R HIvars gog o UfdH &1 Qo1 B34 &1 3T &dr &
BT Gd §U g HTa TR & 8T |

¢ Now, as China prepares to welcome Trump in April, its diplomats are touring the world urging
trading partners to join it in defending multilateralism and open trade.

31d, 919 1 S0 | THI HT WRT IR B IR B2 XGT 5, ISP oD gdm 4R H gHGR
ARG WIRIGRT Y TGUEATE R Yord STUR D1 I8 P (AU ISP 1Y TS BT 36 FRIQ 8 |

e |n January, China dispatched its top diplomat to tiny Lesotho — which Trump initially hit with
a 50% tariff — to pledge development cooperation.

SR H, T A 30 TN SRS Bl BIC ¥ ATt Oo — o R g A TF H 50% [P
TN YT — dlich AT TEART b1 I1al a1 o b |

e On Saturday, state media said China would implement zero tariffs on imports from 53
African countries.
MR 1, WHRT Hif ST A Fet & A 53 pte! =M I S R Y oD AR T

e Meanwhile, China is pitching Al-powered customs systems to neighbours and working to
retool digital infrastructure that underpin commerce.
34 a9, 9 TSR <RI P TSATS-HaTierd AT I[eP UTTerdl &1 U=IH R 36T § SR AR
oI TERT ¢ aral feRrea gfFamdl e & gifdd HA R S R @8I

e The moves underline a goal identified in the policy papers: to embed China so deeply in
global trade that partners can’t afford to decouple under U.S. pressure.

A FHeH =] SXaTavl & UgTH U U e Bl ¥@ifehd HRd §: 91 B AfH ATIR & g
TeXTs ¥ Sl o APieR 3ARe! gard # 36l 11 &1 Sy 9 I3 I |

e “In countering U.S. strategic competition with China, ‘anti-decoupling’ should become
China’s primary focus,” wrote Ni Feng, fellow at CASS’s Institute of American Studies, in
2024.
2024 § CASS & 3fteege 3w SAfv® WS & Bl A BT = forar, “smifemr o Ty
Ui ufaeal &1 gaTedr HRA § TE-fEwufenT 99 &1 531 ®iey g1 eyl

e Since 2017, China has been negotiating with countries, including Honduras, Panama, Peru,
South Korea and Switzerland.
2017 9 9 gigTw, =TT, URF, gférur Hifva ik fesRds ufed &S <= & Ty s
TR IE B

o “We are willing to negotiate bilateral and regional trade and investment agreements with
interested countries and regions,” commerce ministry spokesperson He Yonggian told
Reuters.
IO HATTT Bt YgarT @ TIPATT = Y I FHal, “H S5 o AR & & a1y fguefa
3N & ATuR vd faw IwEhdal R Saed & ol daR § 17
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e China’s foreign minister Wang Yi surprised European negotiators in November by raising the
prospect of a free-trade agreement with Brussels during talks with his Estonian
counterpart.

o9 & fagRr T3t aiT A A TaeR B 3ue WIS gqwe & A1 1dl & GRIF Saed & 1Y
- ATIR JUSNA B! FUTGHT IoTHR RIUR aTdibRI BI idpT feaT|

e A month later, Wang pressed the Gulf Cooperation Council to conclude long-running talks
on a free-trade agreement.

T HEIH 918, T = e PIATRRA SIS R o 7T J Id I8! Yad-HTIR JHSIA BI
qratsil P R B HT <a1d STa|

¢ In January, British Prime Minister Keir Starmer agreed with Chinese leader Xi Jinping to
launch a feasibility study into a trade-in-services agreement that could reduce barriers for
British firms.

A H, fafesr yemes SR TWRAER A =it =ar 2 it & gy J91 AR gwgie )
HAGRIAT AT L= DR IR gHfdl ofare, o fafesr dufai & fore amemt 0 g1 9l ¢ |

e German Chancellor Friedrich Merz has said he will seek “strategic partnerships” with
China during a trip next week.

ST TR SN Wel 5 $g1 ¢ [ 98 3FTd UWIE &1 I & GRME 9 & A1 UFIfas
ArSgIiar qemsii|

e China’'s commerce minister Wang Wentao has made joining the Comprehensive and
Progressive Agreement for Trans-Pacific Partnership (CPTPP) a priority.

o & aTiorey T3t qivT darsit 7 HiRRRE s whHiiiE witde B gig-tfbftes urdRiRkm
(CPTPP) § XNTHQ g1 wndfIesdr &1 for g1

e The pact has its roots in the U.S.-backed Trans-Pacific Partnership, developed in part to
counter China before Washington withdrew in 2017.
T U B! IS AReT-wafia cia-aRifre idRR o §, 9 siftie & u 9 d9 &
AT B & (o8 fadmRid fosar T T, S99 Ugd o afRivTe 2017 ® 399 g¢ |

e But China’s huge trade surplus complicates the pitch.

AP I 1 fae SR SRR 59 U &l Sfied sHaT g |

e Some member countries worry Chinese manufacturers may use improved market access to
funnel excess low-cost goods abroad, while China’s domestic demand remains sluggish.

FS TR o= & foiar | for =it FAmfar Sgck IR uga &1 Iudi R Sifafed $3 arTd
e I 3 F Ao Gebd €, SIfep A 1 BR AiTT G 511 88 3
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Rare-earth permanent magnet production
to commence within this year: Minister

NEW DELHI

India will commence pro-
duction of rare-earth per-
manent magnet within this
year, Union Minister for
Mines G. Kishan Reddy
said on Thursday.

The Union Cabinet had
given nod to a scheme for
rare-earth permanent
magnet manufacturing of
about 6,000 metric tonnes
per annum, in November
last year.

This had a financial out-
lay of ¥7,280 crore. At a

critical minerals summit of
the industry body FICCI,
Mr. Reddy also announced
the government’s plan to
set up dedicated parks for
critical mineral processing
plants in Odisha, Andhra
Pradesh, Maharashtra and
Gujarat.

20F. Rare-earth permanent magnet production to commence within this year:
Minister

gAY JaT IRl g SadTed 9 a9 = gm: W=

¢ India will commence production of rare-earth permanent magnet within this year, Union
Minister for Mines G. Kishan Reddy said on Thursday.
YR 39 a¥ & iR gy GeT TIRA Ga& &1 IATG F& DU, T8 91 Betd @I Wl o,
frRr YE 7 PR &1 B

e The Union Cabinet had given nod to a scheme for rare-earth permanent magnet
manufacturing of about 6,000 metric tonnes per annum, in November last year.
Fea e 3 Rwe af TdsR & LT 6,000 M e ufe ad &1 &l dTcl gerH JaT
RITd gaw fator o1 aiem & ot & o

e This had a financial outlay of ¥7,280 crore.

wﬁwmﬁ;ﬁnmw,zsomﬁsw

e Atacritical minerals summit of the industry body FICCI, Mr. Reddy also announced the
government’s plan to set up dedicated parks for critical mineral processing plants in
Odisha, Andhra Pradesh, Maharashtra and Gujarat.

Bﬁnﬁmﬁmﬁ(mco%ﬁwﬁﬁmaﬁeﬁ S YS A SifSEm, 3y U, WERTY
uﬁaa;mwﬁmﬁ?aﬁwwﬁ Wi g a3 & foe gufta utd =ifid o & TWHR Ft
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TOPICS COVERED 20 February 2026

20F | India sees future, not fear, in Al, says Prime Minister at plenary session of summit

YRT T3S H UITST a1 &, S¥ 7Te1, e UUTHET RRay IWad & quf 97 |

20F | Why begin-early mantrais a key prevention strategy in dentistry

&d fafreaT o STt IR B BT 0T T UHH IS A IUHIT Fi 8

20F | Sleep deprivation and the toll it takes on your brain, body

Hie 1 FH 3R 3BT 3MUS AfETsH, IR W UG

20F | How do graphics processing units work?

Y BTH B 82

20F Tata Group OpenAl announce pact after Anthropic, Infosys

gﬁm%mmmaﬁvsﬁmané%msﬁ%aﬁmaﬁ

20F ‘If used wisely, Al can usher in an era of super-abundance’
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India sees future, not fear,
in Al says Prime Minister at

plenary session of summit
GS lIl: S&T ]

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Thursday said In-
dia did not fear artificial in-
telligence (AI) but saw its
future in the technology.

“I declare this with ut-
most responsibility and im-
mense pride,” he said. “We
harbour no fear. India en-
visions its destiny in artifi-
cial intelligence, a future
that is clearly and pro-
foundly visible for our
great nation.” Mr. Modi was
speaking at the plenary
session of the AI Impact
Summit.

“India is diligently con-
structing a resilient ecosys-
tem spanning from semi-
conductors and  chip
making to quantum com-
puting,” he said, hailing
“clear policies” around Al
and electronics manufac-
turing. “This comprehen-
sive effort includes esta-
blishing secure data
centres, a robust IT back-
bone, and a dynamic start-
up ecosystem.”

“The fundamental chal-
lenge before us is how to
transition Al from a purely
machine-centric approach
to one that is truly human-
centric, ensuring it is both
sensitive and optimal,” he
said. “It is essential that Al
must be democratised. We
must transform this into a
powerful instrument for
inclusion and empower-
ment, particularly benefit-
ing the Global South ... just
as GPS shows us the way,
but it is we who decide
where to go, so too the ulti-
mate decision of in which
direction we must proceed
rests entirely with us.”

The Prime Minister said
the way forward was MA-
NAV, an acronym that em-
phasises moral and ethical
systems; accountable go-
vernance of Al models; na-
tional sovereignty over da-
ta; accessible and inclusive
means; and valid and legi-
timate uses of AL

“Every few centuries in
human history, there
comes a turning point, and
that turning point resets
the direction of civilisa-
tion, and from there the

BHR I Hayd gl 8 © fb Al B haa AiH-3d =PeIv ¥ Y T ardfds JFa-
Ffxd ePH N dear o, I8 YRR Hd U i g8 FagT=id iR s%d gl 81" S=iA

dell

ane Minister Narendra Modi and Switzerland President Guy
Parmelin during a meeting on the sidelines of the Al Summit. ANI

Bill Gates pulls out
of keynote address

Suhasini Haidar
NEW DELHI

Under a cloud over his
relationship with
American sex-offender
Jeffrey Epstein, Microsoft
founder and Gates
Foundation co-chair Bill
Gates pulled out at the last
minute from giving an
address at the Al Impact
Summit on Thursday.

Mr. Gates was
scheduled to deliver a
keynote address at the
plenary session after
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, French
President
Emmanuel Macron,
Brazilian President
Lula, and Google
CEO Sundar Pichai
and other chiefs of
artificial
intelligence
global
majors.

pace of
changes, the paradigms of

development

thinking, understanding
and working change,” Mr.
Modi said. “And the inter-
esting thing is that when
we are in that phase of
transformation, then we
do not even know its real
impact.”

For the first time, Mr.
Modi’s speech was lives-
treamed in seven Indian

He was among the big
names expected to attend
the conference, and had
been billed as one of the
“global visionaries” at the
event, in the conference
publicity material and
website.

However, after the latest
tranche of files of the
disgraced U.S. investor
and convicted paedophile
was released by the U.S.
Department of Justice on
January 31 questions have
emerged about whether
the government will

continue to host Mr.

Gates, who figures
prominently in the

documents. He
o has repeatedly
denied any
¢ wrongdoing.
FULL REPORT ON
» PAGE 5

languages as well as En-
glish using AL In the past,
Mr. Modi has used real-
time machine translation
for his speech at the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam, though
this was limited to the ve-
nue itself and enabled by
BHASHINI, the IT Minis-
try’s translation initiative.
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» PAGE 5

20F. India sees future, not fear, in Al,
says Prime Minister at plenary
session of summit

HR TS | Hfass g@a1 3, S g,
Fe TUHA RReaR W & gui a3 o

e Prime Minister Narendra Modi on
Thursday said India did not fear artificial
intelligence (Al) but saw its future in the
technology.

T Tl A% Jidt - TFAR &I gl [ WRd Bl

ST (Al) ¥ XS 2 afcep a8 39
%ﬁmﬂﬁmﬁm%

o ‘| declare this with utmost responsibility
and immense pride,” he said. “We harbour no
fear. India envisions its destiny in artificial
intelligence, a future that is clearly and
profoundly visible for our great nation.” Mr. Modi
was speaking at the plenary session of the Al
Impact Summit.

T 3T 3fdd SHERT 3R 774 & 1Y Dftd BT
€90 B8l ‘TAR 7 § P13 S T8I &1 HIRd

3ot fFafa &1 Him gfgwn o Cadr §, Ue T
YT St GAR TEM Y & fore Wy ofk TevE ¥

ﬁ@'l’scaﬂT%I mﬁﬁAl Impact Summﬂ%‘{llf
T H A 33 U

¢ “India is diligently constructing a resilient
ecosystem spanning from semiconductors and
chip making to quantum computing,” he said,
hailing “clear policies” around Al and electronics
manufacturing.
“YRd TIIIR T AoTgd UIRIUTIbT = &7 FHafor
W?ET% Gﬁﬁﬁmﬁ 3R g fFmfor § aa
P ah el g3N &, S5 BT, SR Al
ah? sﬁaa%mr frmafor & s gy Hfifaar
DI TR 1|

e “This comprehensive effort includes
establishing secure data centres, a robust IT
backbone, and a dynamic startup ecosystem.”
39 S YT H YRIAT SeTHal, U Holgd
IT SMYR, 3R TP TMa=ia weré e urivfRufast
o B RO WA R 1

e “The fundamental challenge before us is
how to transition Al from a purely machine-
centric approach to one that is truly human-
centric, ensuring it is both sensitive and optimal,”
he said.
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“It is essential that Al must be democratised. We must transform this into a powerful
instrument for inclusion and empowerment, particularly benefiting the Global South ... just
as GPS shows us the way, but it is we who decide where to go, so too the ultimate decision of
in which direction we must proceed rests entirely with us.”

g HTAID § o Al AbdiAD BTl T8 34 ATHTAR 3R TRIfFPpRor & U U Wfea=edt
IUHRY H TG A1y, fas U F Global South & @TH UgdM & fad... SR GPS &% Il
feae 8, Afer o8 g0 € S a9 &d § % Fgt 1 7, St e Sifaw Fofg fos foa fomm & om
o8, T R ARG B G I”

The Prime Minister said the way forward was MANAYV, an acronym that emphasises moral
and ethical systems; accountable governance of Al models; national sovereignty over
data; accessible and inclusive means; and valid and legitimate uses of Al.

T H A HET 3 31 BT IRAT MANAV &, T S 8 St Afares SR Afaes yonferat w
SR &1 ©; Al ATl 1 SIATads JMTH; STT R AP HYHET, aH 3R THII=N |ie; 8k
Al & 3 3R ST ST

“Every few centuries in human history, there comes a turning point, and that tuming point
resets the direction of civilisation, and from there the pace of development changes, the
paradigms of thinking, understanding and working change,” Mr. Modi said.

TG SfAeN H &R $© Ydifeddl # Ue HIS 311, 3R 98 HIS Il &1 a2 &1 §=: Feila

gﬁ? 3R 951 ¥ fasr ot 7 SEerdt 8, em, IUeM IR 8 37 & e Jead o, off
Dzl

“And the interesting thing is that when we are in that phase of transformation, then we do not

even know its real impact.”

“3[R TP §1d I & T o1d 89 39 URdT & RO A BId 5, 1 8 39P dRfdd YHTd &1 f

U gl Brarl”

For the first time, Mr. Modi’s speech was livestreamed in seven Indian languages as well as
English using Al.

Ugel aR, ot Wi} BT U Al BT ITINT FHRes AT HRATT HTETSHT 3R Sl & argaxdiy fasan
eIl

In the past, Mr. Modi has used real-time machine translation for his speech at the Kashi
Tamil Sangamam, though this was limited to the venue itself and enabled by BHASHINI, the
IT Ministry’'s translation initiative.

3t ®, of WY A Kashi Tamil Sangamam T 310 HTVUT & fog Srad-eTeH WA+ 3rarg &1
AN faan B, BTaifeh T8 had I dd AT AT 3R 3 BHASHINI, IT B0 &1 SdTE Ugd
SR & fobar T Al
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Why begin-early mantra is a key
prevention strategy in dentistry

Tooth decay is still the most common chronic disease in children worldwide. It's preventable, yet it causes missed school days, pain, and infections; early, simple

actions that prevent oral health issues can spare children from trauma, save families money, and build a foundation for lifelong health

Catch them young: In a diverse country like India, some simple, early steps can bridge gaps that fancy clinics can not always reach. GETTY IMAGES

Sowjanya Gunukula

tused to break my heart a little,

when parents would bring in their

child for the first time to a dentist,

usually because of an emergency —
a swollen cheek, a visible hole in a tooth,
tears of pain. The child’s first memory of a
dental clinic, therefore, was fear, bright
lights, and the sound of a drill. It is how a
lot of us grew up thinking dentistry
worked: you wait until it hurts, then you
fix it. Thankfully, that script is being
rewritten.

Getting ahead
In paediatric dentistry today, a quiet
revolution is underway. We’re realising
that waiting for disease to announce itself
is a losing battle. Tooth decay doesn’t
have to be a normal part of childhood.
Most of the time, if we get ahead of it,
cavities don’t stand a chance. We're
shifting our energy from repair to
prevention, and, honestly, it feels like a
win for everyone: from fix-it to fit-in.
Remember your first dental visit? Mine
was at five, and I had three cavities. That
was pretty standard back then. But by
five, a lot of damage can already be done.
The advice now is to see a child by their
first birthday. I know — it sounds wild.
What are we going to do, check gums?
Talk about baby food? Exactly. That first
visit is a “well-baby check-up” for the
mouth. We look at those few new teeth,
chat about feeding (that bedtime bottle
can be tricky), show parents how to clean

tiny gums, and demystify fluoride. It’s not
scary — it’s a conversation. We might
suggest swapping out sticky dried fruit for
cheese, or perfecting the angle of a
toothbrush. These tiny tweaks? They
build a fortress against future problems.
This changes the whole story. Dentistry
stops being the “scary place you go to
when things go wrong” and becomes part
of regular health maintenance, like a
vaccination.

It’s about building trust from the
ground up. These gentle, early visits
create a powerful new memory: the
dentist’s office is a normal place. That
alone can prevent a lifetime of
white-knuckling in the dental chair.

Low tech tools

Our best tools are surprisingly low-tech.
The most effective parts of prevention
aren’t fancy. They’re simple, almost
humble. Take Silver Diamine Fluoride
(SDF). It’s a liquid we paint on a soft, early
cavity. No needle, no drill. It stops the
decay in its tracks. Does it stain the spot?
Yes, it turns it dark. But for a terrified
toddler, or for a family in a rural
community without easy clinic access, it’s
a miracle. It’s a pause button that
prevents immense pain.

Fluoride varnish is another superstar.
It’s a quick paint-on treatment at
check-ups that strengthens enamel.
School programmes love it because it
reaches children who might not see a
dentist otherwise. And then there’s the
toothbrush. It sounds obvious, but it’s the

Gentle, early visits create a
werful new memory for

children: the dentist’s office is a

normal place. That alone

can prevent a lifetime of

white-knuckling

in the dental chair

MVP. Using a rice-grain smear of fluoride
toothpaste for toddlers, and actually
watching them brush (not just hearing the
water run!) until they’re about eight, cuts
cavity risk dramatically. This daily,
sometimes messy, two-minute habit is the
real foundation.

Why this matters

Tooth decay is still the most common
chronic disease in children worldwide.
It’s preventable, yet it causes missed
school days, pain, and infections. Where
prevention programmes are in place,
cavity rates drop. It’s that simple.

The money angle is simple, too.
Preventing a cavity costs a fraction of
fixing one. It saves families from
emergency costs, lost work days, and the
emotional toll of seeing their child in
pain. But it’s bigger than teeth. A child
with a toothache can’t eat well, sleep well,
or focus in school. Their whole world
shrinks.

Research also keeps finding links
between chronic mouth inflammation
and other, later, health issues. The mouth
is the front door to the body’s health.

That is why this is about equity,
education, and access. School nurses and
community health workers are crucial
partners. In a diverse country like India,
these simple, early steps can bridge gaps
that fancy clinics can’t always reach.

This shift is changing my job
description. I spend more time teaching
and coaching than drilling. I collaborate
with paediatricians — because if a child is
at the doctor for a checkup, why not
quickly check their mouth, too? We're
teaming up with teachers and local
leaders to make oral health a normal part
of the conversation about a child’s
well-being.

A hopeful look forward

The bottom line is getting clearer: we can
prevent most oral health problems. Early,
simple actions can spare children from
trauma, save families money, and build a
foundation for lifelong health. By focusing
on prevention, we’re not just fixing
problems — we’re preventing the fear and
the financial strain that comes with them.
We’re giving children the gift of a
confident smile and a healthier start.

In the end, it’s not just about saving
teeth. It’s about saving children from ever
needing us to fix them in the first place.
And that’s a future worth smiling about.
(Dr. Sowjanya Gunkula is a U.S.-licensed
dentist with international training who
focuses on preventive and evidence-based
oral healthcare and contributes to
advancing community and public health
dentistry. sowji.gunukula@gmail.com)

20F. Why begin-early mantrais a key prevention strategy in dentistry

< fafreT § 9ot IR P &1 6T Th THE JH AT 0T 7 8

Remember your first dental visit? Mine was at five, and | had three cavities.
T 3BT U UGl &d T TG 82 B ura ad &t I H g5 A, ok g fis1 Hfadt o
That was pretty standard back then. But by five, a lot of damage can already be done.

9 g 9 91 Y| Afe uta af &1 39 9 BTt JHIH 8 ghT g g
The advice now is to see a child by their first birthday.

39 IATE & [P 9= Bl ITP Uga s e do <d s & fewmar sl

| know — it sounds wild. What are we going to do, check gums? Talk about baby food?

Exactly.

THE GIST

v

Tooth decay does not have to
be a normal part of childhood.
Most of the time, if we get
ahead of the problem, cavities
do not stand a chance

v

Research also keeps finding
links between chronic mouth
inflammation and other, later,
health issues. The mouth is the
front door to the body’s health.
That is why this is about equity,
education, and access

v

By focusing on prevention,
we're not just fixing problems
— we’re preventing the fear
and the financial strain that
comes with them

T3 UdT § — T 3(Sie TIaT 8| 89 o ), AYS QT2 o= & WH W a1d Hl? el

That first visit is a “well-baby check-up” for the mouth.

gl gathld g8

@ «Frafrd Ry sifer 21t 71

We look at those few new teeth, chat about feeding (that bedtime bottle can be tricky),
show parents how to clean tiny gums, and demystify fluoride.
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ATAI-d 31 B AT Bt TS RRAN € 3R FRISS & IR J JH & |

e |t's notscary — it's a conversation.
U8 ST T8l & — U TP qradrd ¢ |

¢ We might suggest swapping out sticky dried fruit for cheese, or perfecting the angle of a
toothbrush.

g Rruferd @ wal @1 STe Uk O O1 gUSRT & el B0 IR A 3 B GaTg S Jhd & |
e These tiny tweaks? They build a fortress against future problems.

J BI gead Hiaw & grawsl & RIds U6 Aeigd fvar sH1d & |

e This changes the whole story. Dentistry stops being the “scary place you go to when
things go wrong” and becomes part of regular health maintenance, like a vaccination.

T8 T eI 98 odl ¢ | <d FRIfheT 31a “STa+it ST S8l 3T JHwT 14 UR SiTd @~ el
Tedt 3R FRrafira warea TgHre o1 fewdr 99 9t 8, S Sz

e It's about building trust from the ground up.
Tg PRI A Ay IR A g

e These gentle, early visits create a powerful new memory: the dentist’s office is a normal
place.
3 YTt ATHTd Uab Holgd s 16 1! 5: d fafbedsd &1 faai-ie Te =g g 2|
e That alone can prevent a lifetime of white-knuckling in the dental chair.

b g8t Sha R & Pl W S A Ths ¥e I 991 JHT ¢ |

Low tech tools
I SUDBT

e Our best tools are surprisingly low-tech.
TR qaY 3 UGV MHATd 0 o B dAp-idl g |
o The most effective parts of prevention aren’t fancy. They're simple, almost humble.

ABYUTH P Ja YT e fearact g1 €13 TR, TR AR g |

e Take Silver Diamine Fluoride (SDF). It’s a liquid we paint on a soft, early cavity. No needle,
no drill. It stops the decay in its tracks.

e’ ST WIRTSS (SDF) T @Ra & O 87 T3t RA Hfadt R @ &1 T 98, 7
1 778 We P! ¥l A &ell &

e Does it stain the spot? Yes, it turns it dark. But for a terrified toddler, or for a family in a rural
community without easy clinic access, it's a miracle.

1 T8 G BISdT 82 81, T§ I P! el I ol 5 | Al S¢ §U BIS I= A1 UTHIUT &1 STgT
fFafre STt @ Suesy & & o 75 TR B
e |t's a pause button that prevents immense pain.

g U Ao de ¢ ol 4R & T ST ol

e Fluoride varnish is another superstar. It's a quick paint-on treatment at check-ups that
strengthens enamel. ]
TARTSS a1 U 3R He@yul U ]| U8 SiTd & SR TR S aTel ool SUDR § il
TATHE & Holgd HRl g |

e School programmes love it because it reaches children who might not see a dentist
otherwise.

T HRIHH U TS Hd § Fih Ig 3 o db g ddl g ol =T & fafhead o Ui -Tg1
ST U |
e And then there’s the toothbrush. It sounds obvious, but it's the MVP.

3R R USRI B | U8 WIYR T &, AT I8 Tad Agaquf g

e Using arice-grain smear of fluoride toothpaste for toddlers, and actually watching them
brush until they're about eight, cuts cavity risk dramatically.

B 5= & forg arae & M ForaT wARTSS gUURe 3R AU 3113 Y e AR 8 521
TR HAcl & FaR B 9gd HY HAl ¢ |

e This daily, sometimes messy, two-minute habit is the real foundation.

g A oI, Hul-H 71t T areh, &t fFe #Y sned € s g 71
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Why this matters

g i

It saves families from emergency costs, lost work days, and emotional toll of seeing their
child in pain.

Ig URAR! & TSI W, BTH & JHUH R 9= B ¢ A ¢W@A & HITATHS i
a%n?n?ﬂ
School nurses and community health workers are crucial partners.
pd T4 R e Wred srdedl Aeayyf EeR
| spend more time teaching and coaching than drilling.

H fefer ¥ a1 v Ram ok arfe== & faamar g

| collaborate with paediatricians — because if a child is at the doctor for a checkup, why not
quickly check their mouth, too? ] ]

 qret I w5 W AN Pl § — b AfG S Sfaex & U™ Wi & ¢ g, @l
391 Yg o ot 7 <ar e

We're teaming up with teachers and local leaders to make oral health a normal part of the
conversation about a child’s well-being.

oW R1erep! 3R W Adreil & Iy e Hifee Wrey o) 9= & Hedil ot R )
P R TR Bl

A hopeful look forward
ST URT Hidw

The bottom line is getting clearer: we can prevent most oral health problems.
fery Ty 81 YT 8 5H Sifsisr Mife warea guwrs &1 Ae uad g

Early, simple actions can spare children from trauma, save families money, and build a
foundation for lifelong health.

YT TR HeH Tedl o) T | T2 b 3, URART &1 U1 997 96 d @ 3R ShaR &
Wy $t g 771 g5 g

By focusing on prevention, we're not just fixing problems — we’re preventing the fear and
financial strain that comes with them.

PYT TR & SHR 8 Had THEN 31 g} B g — qieh 394 ot S 3R e Sy
CARIGRG

We're giving children the gift of a confident smile and a healthier start.

& Sl 1 SATHTIYTH Wt YT 3R TR YH3Td BT IUBR ¢ 38 &

In the end, it’s not just about saving teeth.

3{dd: I8 Had Gld g9 & IR T 81 5|

It's about saving children from ever needing us to fix them in the first place.

Ig Il &l 39 RS F §91 & IR H § o I TSma # gt SUIR S Ta=adhdl 7 US|
And that’s a future worth smiling about.

3R T8 U &b & arg Ufdw 5|
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Sleep deprivation and the toll it takes on your brain, body

Athira Elssa Johnson

Fatigue, brain fog, irritability,
headaches, and palpitations
are not isolated symptoms.
Doctors report seeing these
especially among young
professionals who stay up
past midnight juggling
project deadlines and
household responsibilities,
working long shifts, where
restorative sleep feels
impossible. Over time, this
continuous lack of rest
gradually alters the brain and
body.

A study published in
Nature Neuroscience helps
explain why this happens.
Researchers found that when
you are sleep-deprived, your
attention does not fade

simply because you feel tired.

Instead, the brain and body
begin to shift together: brain
activity changes, pupils
subtly constrict, blood flow
patterns alter, and even the
flow of cerebrospinal fluid
starts pulsing differently.
These changes align with
moments when focus slips.
Sleep is far more than rest.
Karthik Madesh Ratnavelu,

Time for rest: Chronic sleep deprivation impairs frontal brain networks
responsible for attention, focus, and decision-making. ISTOCKPHOTO

ENT and head & neck
surgeon at SIMS Hospital,
Chennai, explains that deep
non-REM sleep, or slow-wave
sleep (SWS), is the most
restorative stage of sleep,
happening mainly in the first
half of the night, which he
describes as “night shift
mode” for the brain.

During this phase, the
glymphatic system or the
brain’s waste-clearance
network, flushes out
metabolic byproducts such as
beta-amyloid, excess
neurotransmitters, and

proteins. Benhur Joel
Shadrach, sleep medicine
physician at Rela Hospital,
adds that during deep sleep,
tiny spaces in the brain
expand, letting cerebrospinal
fluid flow through
Aquaporin-4 channels to
clear out toxins and when
sleep is disrupted, waste
accumulates, glial
inflammation increases, and
the risk of neurodegenerative
diseases rises.

Chronic sleep deprivation
impairs frontal brain
networks responsible for

attention, focus, and
decision-making. Dr.
Ratnavelu explains that
people may experience
micro-sleeps or brief
moments of lost awareness.
Dr. Shadrach describes this as
mental haze, where slowed
neural communication and
short-term memory lapses
reduce comprehension and
decision-making ability.

Sleep loss can also disrupt
main hormonal systems.
Shubha Subramanian,
neurologist, Kauvery
Hospital, Chennai, explains
that the hunger hormone
called ghrelin, rises, while
leptin, which signals fullness,
falls, encouraging nighttime
snacking and overeating.
Also, the stress hormone —
cortisol, stays elevated in the
evening, and can worsen
anxiety and irritability,
whereas the growth hormone
and testosterone decrease,
slowing tissue repair and
reducing energy. Insulin
sensitivity too, drops,
increasing the risk of weight
gain, metabolic syndrome,
and type 2 diabetes.

Over time, sustained

cortisol and sympathetic
nervous system activation
strain the heart, raising the
likelihood of hypertension,
heart attacks, and strokes.
Sleep deprivation also affects
reproductive hormones and
libido, leaving adults more
prone to anxiety, irritability,
and burnout.

Limits of catch-up sleep
Many try to compensate their
weekday loss of sleep with
longer sleep time during
weekends. While this may
temporarily reduce fatigue
and lower cortisol, it cannot
fully erase the effects of lack
of sleep, hormonal
imbalance, or metabolic
disruption. Adults require
consistent seven to eight
hours of nightly sleep for
complete cognitive and
physical health.

Experts stress that
structured sleep hygiene —
consistent sleep-wake times,
limiting evening screen
exposure, avoiding late
caffeine, and prioritising
restorative rest are
important.
(athira.elssa@thehindu.co.in)

20F. Sleep deprivation and the toll it takes on your brain, body

Hig # FH R FTPT 3AMUSP AFKTSH, IR W UHE

e Fatigue, brain fog, irritability, headaches, and palpitations are not isolated symptoms.
JHT, 949 B, FsfremT, IR YSH R4 A& T & |

e Doctors report seeing these especially among young professionals who stay up past
midnight juggling project deadlines and household responsibilities, working long shifts,
where restorative sleep feels impossible.
STerex S € 35 3 wefor Ry =0 § gar IRiaRY & 3@ 91 8 St el I1a & a1g a9 Hioiae
D THI-IAT 3R IR oreRal & i Iga- s1d gu @t Rive & H™ &d §, St
SRTHEH® Hig SRFHT AT 5 |

e Over time, this continuous lack of rest gradually alters the brain and body.
THY % WY, T8 TR SRTH Bt B k- afirss 3R TR & 9gd i 2|

e A study published in Nature Neuroscience helps explain why this happens.
Nature Neuroscience § UIRId T 3T IdTdT § fob U1 R g 8|

e Researchers found that when you are sleep-deprived, your attention does not fade simply
because you feel tired.

;gmaﬁfrwﬁ?aa 3y +fig & dfra g1d 8, T STUdT & Had YHH & HRUI HH g

I

e Instead, the brain and body begin to shift together: brain activity changes, pupils subtly
constrict, blood flow patterns alter, and even the flow of cerebrospinal fluid starts
pulsing differently.
TP oI, AR 3R IRR T WY Jea @ & Afkrss wfafafy agad! 3, gaferar st
Ripedt ¥ T9a vaTe & O gaad € 3R U ga $1 vare +f e 1 & s
UG

e These changes align with moments when focus slips.
3 gRkadH 3 &01 I 7d W § o ST HeHhal & |

e Sleep is far more than rest.
i Fad R F Hel 3 Bl

e Karthik Madesh Ratnavelu, ENT and head & neck surgeon at SIMS Hospital, Chennai,
explains that deep non-REM sleep, or slow-wave sleep (SWS), is the most restorative stage
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of sleep, happening mainly in the first half of the night, which he describes as “night shift
mode” for the brain.

SIMS Hospital, Chennai & ENT 3R 88 U8 A AW BIfdd HIURN IATdY 9aNd & o
et AA-REM g, a1 ¥a-a9 T (SWs), ig &1 98 GRS a9R0T 5, S @Id: I &
gd T B 8l 7, O 3 afirss 1 “Airge Rive At w84 B
During this phase, the glymphatic system or the brain’s waste-clearance network, flushes
out metabolic byproducts such as beta-amyloid, excess neurotransmitters, and proteins.
Y WU, ﬁ%lt%ﬁiﬁﬁwmmaﬂ SRyt a1, dter-ufiraras, sifafvea
RITFHIER 3R WA SR Fauad Ju-3dE] $I e Febred 8|
Benhur Joel Shadrach, sleep medicine physician at Rela Hospital, adds that during deep
sleep, tiny spaces in the brain expand, letting cerebrospinal fluid flow through Aquaporin-4
channels to clear out toxins.

Rela Hospital & g AR fagiug 39gR wiva 3mma sard § & T8 g & SR
n@r&ﬁﬁrﬁ&nwﬁmaﬁ% mﬁmﬁ Aquaporin-4%ﬂ?ﬁ$mm@fw
fawTer Tarf &1 sTex MaTad 5|
When sleep is disrupted, waste accumulates, glial inflammation increases, and the risk
of neurodegenerative diseases rises.

e g ST gidt B, < SrafRrg ST gYdT 8, fierae Yo gedl 2, 3R gRISeAved I &1
W&y 9 wTan 31
Chronic sleep deprivation impairs frontal brain networks responsible for attention,
focus, and decision-making.
w1t g 3t S e, ThrEn iR fHofg-fmfor & fore AR wea 9+ Aead &
TR Bt 81
Dr. Ratnavelu explains that people may experience micro-sleeps or brief moments of lost
awareness.

ST, A1 §dId € o AR ! ATgeh)- Tty a1 1S THy & fore a1 @H S $Yd 81 Ihd g |

Dr. Shadrach describes this as mental haze, where slowed neural communication and short-
term memory lapses reduce comprehension and decision-making ability.

ST, XS 3 AIARIS 4o §ald 7, Sl el "Ra TaR 8iR sreusiiers Wfd &t HHt e ok

forofa-fmfor emar & B0 BR SR B
Sleep loss can also disrupt main hormonal systems.

e @ HH g graa Red & o 1 HR Il g
Shubha Subramanian, neurologist, Kauvery Hospital, Chennai, explains that the hunger
hormone called ghrelin rises, while leptin, which signals fullness, falls, encouraging nighttime
snacking and overeating.

BIAT ST, TS P! RIANTORE YT JFHORH STl ¢ i Y BT g Hferd 9¢ S g,
g‘qﬁ‘qﬁwméﬁwﬁﬁﬁ%w% TR 31 B e 3R 31fees @M 1 Ugfy Fed

I

Also, the stress hormone — cortisol, stays elevated in the evening, and can worsen anxiety
and irritability, whereas the growth hormone and testosterone decrease, slowing tissue
repair and reducing energy. ]

1Y g1, T19 g Sifeald I & 31 -1 Xedl 8 3R foar @ fRrsfretu= se1 9o g, siefe
My BT IR TRIRAT Ue o €, e S wRed Gt 81l & 3R Sroll b gl 2
Insulin sensitivity too, drops, increasing the risk of weight gain, metabolic syndrome, and
type 2 diabetes.

3G HagTxiterar ot ge ot 8, o) aoi4 e, Aeraifes Rigiv 3T a5y 2 safads
BT TR Tl ¢

Over time, sustained cortisol and sympathetic nervous system activation strain the heart,
raising the likelihood of hypertension, heart attacks, and strokes.

Y & I TAR Pifeara 3R Rrddfes adw Rived Afradr ged 1R ga1@ STer! 3,
R BTSWRERM, B¢ 3P 3R WP &1 THIST Fgat g

Sleep deprivation also affects reproductive hormones and libido, leaving adults more
prone to anxiety, irritability, and burnout.

iz Bt B g BTHIA 3R FAfaeY 1 o uuiidd et B, SR aaves! & e, fRefe=
3R TH3MMIT ! TUTGT §¢ St ol
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Limits of catch-up sleep

FI-3M7 Tig BT ?ﬂmq

e Many try to compensate their weekday loss of sleep with longer sleep time during
weekends.

B AT GwTE b 131 Bl g Bt HH BT HRUTS AT H SR WP B B! B B 8|

e While this may temporarily reduce fatigue and lower cortisol, it cannot fully erase the effects
of lack of sleep, hormonal imbalance, or metabolic disruption.

BTl ST SRURH U Y YBT HH 5 Ghal § AR BifedId e b 5, Al Tg wig B
U, TS SR a1 AeTHIf D TSaS! & YHTG! B! T RS TATW g! B Tl

e Adults require consistent seven to eight hours of nightly sleep for complete cognitive and
physical health.

TO! B! JUT AT SR IR WA & forg wfafe TriaR ara & 3mé ue &t fig
ISP il gl

e Experts stress that structured sleep hygiene — consistent sleep-wake times, limiting evening
screen exposure, avoiding late caffeine, and prioritising restorative rest are important.

IRy 9d1d € 6 afd Wity gTeei — Fufid TH-ST &1 95y, W & BhiH BT HH
I, R Y B Y T9G 3R RIS i B UAHGHAT <1 — 3fdd Agaquf 8|

How do graphics processing units work?

How are GPUs and C 1-u~ different from cach other? What are the four steps in rendering pipelines? What isa die? What are matrix and tensor

EXPLAINER

Vasudevan Mukunth

The story so far:
1999, California-based Nvidia
Corp. marketed a chip called
GeForce 256 as “the world's first
GPU™. Its purpose was to
videogames run better and look better. In
the 2.5 decades since, GPUs have moved
the discretionary world of
and visual effects 1o becoming part of the

Here, the green
board onwhich

The four flat, sitver
metal blocks
armangedin a vertical
calumn near the
middle are

liquid-cooled
packages.
The green hoses and

What is a GPU?

Very simply speaking, a Graphics
Processing Unit (GPU) is an extremely
powerful number-cruncher. Less simply:
aGPU s a kind ufcumpumr processor

the

are coolant lines to
and from the
packages.

Each package
contains a TPU v
chip surrounded by

at the same time. The more Famili
Central Processing Unit (CPU) is on the
other hand built to perform a smaller
number of complicated tasks quickly and
toswitch between tasks well.

To draw a scene on a computer screen,
for instance, the computer must decide
the colour of millions of pixels several
times every second. A 1920x1080 screen
has 2.07 million pixels per frame. Ata
frame rate of 60 per second, you will be
updating more than 120 million pixels per
I's colour will also
, textures, shadows,

fal’ of the object. This is an
example of a task where the same steps
are repeated over and over for many
pixels — and GPUs are designed to do this.
better than CPUs.

Imagine you're a teacher and you need
to check the answer papers for an entire
school. You can finish it over a few days.
Butif you have the help of 99 other
teachers, each teacher can take a small
stack and you can all wrap up in an hour.
AGPU is like having hundreds or even
thousands of such workers, called cores.
While each core won't be as powerful as a
CPU core, the GPU has many of them and
can thus complete large repetitive
workloads faster.

How does a GPU do what it does?
when a videogame wants to show a
sends the GPU a list of objects
Goscribed using triangles (most 30
maodels are broken down into triangles).
The GPU then runs a sequence called a
rendering pipeline, consisting four steps.

Vertex ng: The GPU first
processes the vertices of each triangle to
figure out where they should appear an
the screen. This process involves using
maths with matrices to rotate objects,
move them, and apply the camera’s
perspective.

Rasterisation: Afer the GPU knows
where each the screen,

four
memory stacks

Four connectors dot
the board's left edge.
image 2:
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value of c12

by b, 5
b, 5

(red-yellow circle) is
equaltoallbl2 + 8,

T\

a31b13 +a32b23,

ARVZI0401433
LAKEWORSS (CCBSA) 21 |

pixels in parallel. Effectively the GPU
reads and writes very large amounts of
data - including 3D model, textures, and
the fimal g quicky, which s why
many GPUs have their own dedicated
memory called VRAM, short for video
RAM. VRAM is designed to have a high
bandwidth, meaning it can move a lot of
data in and out per second. Stil, to avoid

similar fabrication nodes, for example,
the 3-5 nm class. GPUs differ in how they
use the transistors, v
different microarchitecture, inluding
how many computing units there are,
how they're connected, how they run
instructions, etc.

CPU designers devote a lot of the die’s
areato mmplﬂ mnhul logic, the cache

hat

network is processing images, for
instance, which have more properties of
interest than, say, a sentence. A neur:
network repeatedly adds and multiplies
‘matrices and tensors. Since it’s the same
set of mathematical rules, just applied on
different numbers, the thousands of cores
of a GPU are perfect for the job.

Second, contemporary neural
metworks can have millions to billions of
parameters (a parameter is a leaned
‘weight or bias value inside the network).
So in addition to doing the math, the
metwork also has to be able to move data
fast enough - and GPUs have very high
memory bandwidth. Many GPUs also
include tensor cores, which are designed
to multiply matrices extremely fast. For
eump]e, the NVIDIA HI00 Tensor Core
GPU can perform around 1.9 quadrillion
operations per second of tensor
opx-mum\s called FPIG/BF16. In mc«
Google developed chips called Ten:
K'nmmg Units (TPUs) to eﬁ'v.lenﬂ) nm
the math that neural networks require.

How much energy do GPUs consume?
o le where

THE GI

-

A Graphics Processing Unit
(GPU}is:an extremely powerful
‘number-cruncher. Less simply:
2GPU is a kind of computer

processor built to perform
‘many simple calculations at
the same time.

-

Neural networks —

‘mathematical models with
multiple Layers that learn
pattems from data and make
predictions — can run on CPUs
or GPUS, but engineers prefer
GPUS because the networks
run many tasks in parallel and
move alot of data

v

Nvidia techically doesn't have
amonopoly on GPUS; t enjoys
anearcomplete dominance in
some markets and ks a very

four GPUs are used to train a neural
‘network to predict the risk of some
disease for a person (based on age, BMI,
blood markers, and medical hismry)
‘Then the same network is put in
Each GPU s an Nvidia AIOD PCle, whose
s around 250 W during

training.

‘The GPUs are nearly fully used during
training. The training duration is 12 hours.

‘The energy consumed during training.
will be 12 kWh and during use, around 2
kWh (assuming only one GPU provides
the inferences). The server will also
consume power for its CPUs, RAM,
storage, fans, and networking, and some

30-60% of the GPU power for these
‘needs. Therefore, the total consumption
will be around 6 kWhiday for the network
10 run continuously. This is equivalent 0
running an AC for four to six hours at
compressor power, a water heater for

having to data, the GPU
also contains smaller, faster memory in
the form of cachy for

improve me:mmpemmnce nd

shared memory, with the goal of keeping
memory access from becoming a
bottleneck. Many tasks outside graphics
also involve performing the same type of
calculation on large arrays of numbers,
including machine learning, image
processing, and in simulations.

Where is the GPU located?

Achipis a flat piece of silicon, called the
die, with a fixed surface area measured in
square mm. In a computer, the GPU is not
a separate layer that sits below the CPU;
instead it s just another chip, or a set of
chips, mounted on the same

itfills in the triangle by deciding which
pixels it covers. This step essentiall
metry of triangles into
pixel candidates on the screen.
Fragment or pixel shading: For each

on a graphics card and
wired to the CPU with a high-speed
connection. If your computer has a
separate graphics card, the die holding
the GPU will be under a flat metal heat
sink in the middie of the card,

pixel-like fragment, the GPU
the final colour. It could look up a texture:
(for example, an image wrapped on the
object), calculate the amount of lighting
based on the direction of a lamp or the
sun, apply shadows, and add effects like
reflections.
Writing to frame buffer: The finished
pixel colours are then written into an area
of memory called the frame buffer. The
display system reads the buffer and
renders it on the screen.

Small computer programs called

by several VRAM chips. And

ability to AGPU on
the other hand will ‘spend’ more area on
many repeating compute blocks and very
wide data paths, plus the hardware
required to support those blocks, such as
memory controllers, register files, display
controllers, sensors, on-chip networl

etc. As a result, GPUs — especially the
high-end ones - often have more total
transistors than many CPUs, and they
aren’t necessarily more densely packed
per square mm. In fact, high-end GPUs
are often very large. Some GPU packages
also plane dynamic RAM very close 1o the

ensure the GPU can transfer large
volumes of data quickly.

Why do neural networks use GPUS?
Neural networks — mathematical models
with multiple layers m.a- leam patterns

‘hours or 60 small LED bulbs
for 10 hours a day.

Does Nvidia have a monopoly?
Nvidia technically doesn't have
‘monopoly on GPUs; it enjoys a
near-complete dominance in some
‘markets and is a very strong market
power in artificial intelligence (Al
computing platforms,

In discrete GPUs sold for use in
personal computers, industry trackers
‘have reported that Nvidia has roughly
90% market share at least, with AMD and
Intel making up most of the rest. As for
GPUs used in data centres, Nvidia's
‘position is strengthened by hardware
peformance and supply and the CUDA
software ecosystem. CUDA is
software Na:form 10 run general-purpose
computation (like processing a signal or
analysing data) on Nvidia GPUs. As a
result, switching away from using Nvidia

motherboard. Alternatively, if your laptop
or smartphone has ‘iniegrated graphics’,
it likely means the GPU and the CPU are

on the same die. This is common in
modern systems-on-a-chip, which are

—can
run on CPUs or wm‘ but engineers
prefeer GPUs because the networks run
many tasks in parallel and move a lot of
data. The math of neural networks is in
the form of matrix and tensor operations.

basically packages Matrix alculations on
chip types usedmmme ional grids of numbers, like
in separate packages. rows and columns; the numbers in each
grid can represent various properties of a
Are GPUs smaller than CPUs? single object. The essential problem is to
GPUs are not smaller than CPUs in the multiply two grids to get a new grid.
sense of using kind of Tensor operations are the same idea but

shaders per required
for these steps. The GPU runs the same
shader code on many vertices of many

Address
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electronics. In fact, both use the same
kind of silicon transistors made with
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Website : patrioticias.in

use higher-dimensional grids, like 30 or
4D arrays. This is useful when the neural

N
running CUDA software to be the default
platform for |ramlng and using neural
networks at

‘The legal dteﬁnmon of monopoly
depends on whether a firm can control
‘prices or exclude the competition and
‘whether it maintains that power through
unlawful conduct. This is why, for
instance, European regulators have been
investigating whether Nvidia uses its
dominance to lock customers in, mainly
by tying or discounting GPU prices when
buyers also take Nvidia software or
related components.
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20F. How do _graphics processing uni'gs work?

HTH HId 87

In 1999, California-based Nvidia Corp. marketed a chip called GeForce 256 as “the
world’s first GPU”.

1999 ¥, fermIffar fRIG Nvidia Corp. A GeForce 256 AMH® =17 H1 =11 &1 ugar
GPU” & =U ¥ Uxr o

Its purpose was to make videogames run better and look better, and in 2.5 decades GPUs
moved from games and visual effects to core infrastructure of the digital economy.

SIHT I5=T IS T BT gk T 3R IgaR G/ T, 3R 2.5 =11 & GPU 71 3R
fagsra Sthacy ¥ deax fforea srdarawr & g& oid &1 fgwn o7 Tu|

What is a GPU?
GPU &IT 82

A Graphics Processing Unit (GPU) is an extremely powerful number-crunching
processor.

Graphics Processing Unit (GPU) T 3fd QIfG2ITel 0T R4 aTdl MR 3 |

A GPU is built to perform many simple calculations simultaneously, whereas a CPU
performs fewer complicated tasks quickly and switches between tasks well.

GPU & TS 1Y s T TUHTE B & AT S0 T/ §, Safds CPU &4 Sifed Sl & doit
I HAT § 3R B & o g a5l

To draw a scene, a computer decides the colour of millions of pixels several times each
second.

TP T 1 & [T YR &R Jhs F3 aR Ar@] fUae &1 7 q9 BT ¢ |

A 1920x%1080 screen has 2.07 million pixels per frame, and at 60 fps more than 120
million pixels per second are updated.

1920x1080 T & Ufd 150 2.07 firferas Re@a 814 €, 31k 60 fps W Ufd J&g 120 ffera=
i IR sude gia B

Each pixel's colour depends on lighting, textures, shadows, and material, making GPUs
better than CPUs for repetitive tasks.

TR IS o7 T UHTeT, ToER, BT 3R I R [k ovar 8, 39fie gigse 9 a1l sraf
# GPU, CPU Y S8R 8ld B

A GPU is like having hundreds or thousands of workers (cores) doing small parts of a big
job simultaneously.

GPU T & S %S a1 §9TRI SRIcd! (PIR) T T T HH & BIc o HR I3 ol

Each core is weaker than a CPU core, but many cores allow GPUs to complete large
repetitive workloads faster.

BYHR CPU HR J HH TfaImeh gidl 8, A 3M® HR GPU &I I8 S8 W4 ardd wrf
Aol | R HA H FerH 91 B |

How does a GPU do what it does?
GPU 3U-TT HTH $ Bl 82

When a videogame renders a scene, it sends the GPU objects made of triangles, and the
GPU runs a rendering pipeline with four steps.

9 HIg AifSal 19 T T4 8, a1 98 GPU BI Fyeil I 97 sffsside oldT &, 3R GPU IR
TRUT aTelt ISTAT UTgUaTS T I 3 |

Vertex processing: The GPU processes triangle vertices using mathematics and matrices
to position objects and apply camera perspective.

T WRARAT. GPU O 97 e 1 ST s Begel 5 ey o v v 2 R
3N B! FRUFY T HART =D HI0T 77 HRal B

Rasterisation: The GPU converts triangle geometry into pixel candidates by determining
which pixels each triangle covers.
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YFAZAIM: GPU T8 T R b UAH AYS B I FURd & FHaR il 7, Ay &1 wnfifa
! fUea o sea 3ar 31

Fragment or pixel shading: The GPU calculates the final colour using textures, lighting,
shadows, and effects like reflections.

e a1 Rele ARET. GPU 2GR, T, BT AR Hafse O HTd BT Iua B i
1 Ry BT g

The finished pixel colours are written into memory called the frame buffer, and the display
system reads it and renders on the screen.

gﬁﬁnﬁaﬁawﬁmmwﬁﬁﬁﬁ%@aﬁ% IR et Re 8 uga ®hiF WR e
I

Small programs called shaders perform the calculations required for these steps.

B TR forg e @81 I @, 39 IR &t 0TS HRd §

The GPU runs the same shader code on many vertices or pixels in parallel.

GPU T& gl ASR &I P deqd I fUaid W FHMIaR Ia1dl 5|

The GPU reads and writes very large data like 3D models, textures, and final image
quickly, so many GPUs have dedicated memory called VRAM (video RAM).

GPU §gd 31 ScT ol 3D Hisd, SR 3R 3ifaw 8w ool § Ugdl-forad g, S9feT s
GPU & VRAM (@fEd} RAM) B B

VRAM has high bandwidth, meaning it can move large data in and out per second.
VRAM ﬁsaé?ﬁsueﬁ'cﬁ%, o 9% Ul T s 9gd Sifid ST ThRIThR o Ahall 6|

To avoid fetching the same data repeatedly, the GPU uses cache and shared memory to
prevent memory access from becoming a bottleneck.

TP & ST P TR-IR I ¥ §94 & 1T GPU P 3R AT AHIRY 7 SUTNT HaT § dlich
TR} TR Sledd - o |

Many non-graphics tasks like machine learning, image processing, and simulations also
involve repeated calculations on large data arrays.

F3 IR-IMhag B oI A=A af-T, g8 MR oiv Rmgasr «ff 98 e aRRs I
arett oISt ¥ 9 B §

Where is the GPU located?

GPU %gl fRUd glar 82

A chip is a flat silicon piece called the die, with fixed area measured in square mm.

forg fafetep T T U uTe ThaT 81T & Y STE 38T 9 8, ot et T fpft & Ay
EIcIE]

In a computer, the GPU is not below the CPU; it is another chip or set of chips mounted on
the motherboard or graphics card and connected to the CPU via a high-speed link.

HEER H GPU CPU & 1 8 81T, I8 HeRalS a1 ATfha $T8 TR a7 Ueh 3reT fara ar R
BT IYE 51 ¢ 3R CPU I gT5-Tts H-a=M gRI ST 8idl 5|

If a computer has a separate graphics card, the GPU die sits under a metal heat sink
surrounded by VRAM chips, and the card plugs into the motherboard.

e e H T UMby H1S 7, A GPU ST Aed gie Riw & - g1t § 3R IRY 3k VRAM
R 8ld €, 3R 1S AeRars H Tl ST B |
If a laptop or smartphone has integrated graphics, the GPU and CPU are on the same die.

I AUy O MBI H §d1esS UfparT €, dl GPU 3R CPU T g1 8T8 Rl 5 |

This is common in modern systems-on-a-chip (SoC), which combine different chip types
that earlier came in separate packages.

T8 3y RIeH-3IT7-T-RIT (S0C) H IMMI B, S8 Ugd 3ielT-3reiT Tl Hf 3 ara fafts
U UR Th I B B

Are GPUs smaller than CPUs?

T GPU, CPU A B¢ BId &7

GPUs are not smaller than CPUs in terms of electronics; both use similar silicon transistors
made with 3-5 nm fabrication nodes.
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GPU SAd¢I-a & ATHA & CPU ¥ BIC 7181 BId; Gl wiH Rafre i gifereer iR 3-5 nm
P s F1 3T AT

e GPUs differ in microarchitecture, including number of computing units, connections, and
how instructions run.
GPU 1 3R 37! ATgshISNfheaar & 8T 8, O ST gfew &t WA, HaRH 3R
EERERIEEaRcal

e CPU designers use die area for complex control logic, cache, and decision-making
performance.
CPU fETIER S &7 &1 wifed fodmor aifores, =1 3R fAofa ermar & faw Sua #vd §
e GPUs spend more area on repeating compute blocks, wide data paths, memory
controllers, register files, display controllers, sensors, on-chip networks.

Gpuaﬁ%aaaﬁmaﬁmﬁ maﬁgéamr AARY e, Iforer wisd,
& Ferer, Wﬁmﬁuﬁm&waﬁwﬁ%

e High-end GPUs often have more transistors than many CPUs and are not always more
densely packed per square mm.

as;mﬂuepuﬁmﬁ CPU ¥ 31 giforee 81d § 3IR 3 fd R et o1 a0 -1at
I
e High-end GPUs are often very large in size.
I W GPU SRR PR H 98d 92 81d ¢
e Some GPU packages place dynamic RAM close to GPU die using short high-bandwidth
wires for fast data transfer.
$S GPU Udhel §f SAI® RAM GPU TS & U 8l 7, O 3= defagy & ary aw SaT
TR Hd BT ]
e GPU architecture ensures fast transfer of large data volumes.

GPU 3MfheamR 98 ST & a iAW &I YRYd Frar gl

Why do neural networks use GPUs?

YRE Aedd GPU BT ITART T HId 82

e Neural networks are mathematical models with multiple layers that learn patterns and
make predictions.
Xl Feadh Tg-FNT MO AISH Gid § oif Ue Sad © IR HasIaroft #d 3 |

e They can run on CPU or GPU, but GPUs are preferred due to parallel processing and high
data movement.
J CPU T GPU gH R Id Ihd &, Afe JHHIAR WRARMAT 3R 3= 32T TRIWR & HRUT
GPU S8R HM SId & |

o Neural network math involves matrix and tensor operations.

R g &1 T ARET SR TR SHTURRI=T W 3eTRd gar gl

e Matrix operations are calculations on 2D grids of numbers (rows and columns).
AR TR 2D frs (dfdwTar SR T TR TUHT 6HRd & |
e Tensor operations extend to higher-dimensional grids like 3D or 4D arrays.
SR SRR 3D AT 4D 9 I ST frs & faxaRa gia B
o Neural networks repeatedly perform matrix and tensor addition and multiplication, ideal
for thousands of GPU cores.
IR edd IR-IR AfeT 3R TR NS-TUN IR §, S §9IRI GPU HR & T Iugad 71
e Modern neural networks have millions to billions of parameters.
3MYf® 2R Fead H arEl & eRel Riflex 81 7
e GPUs provide very high memory bandwidth to move large data quickly.
GPU §3 ST ! dolt I RIFIART $H3 & fou 3= HHR defagy ver =d §|
e Many GPUs include tensor cores designed for extremely fast matrix multiplication.
H% GPUH TR BR 8Id 8 S 9gd oot AT 707 & e §1g o1 § 1
e The NVIDIA H100 Tensor Core GPU performs about 1.9 quadrillion operations per
second (FP16/BF16).
NVIDI% H100 Tensor Core GPU TTHT 1.9 SIfSIera TR Ufd 4% S (FP16/BF16) B
Hhdl gl
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Google developed Tensor Processing Units (TPUs) for efficient neural network
computations.

Google 7 XA ede TS & fore ¢uR WRARAT gffes (TPus) fawRia faul

How much energy do GPUs consume?

GPU

HUd HId 872

Let’s use a hypothetical example where four GPUs train a neural network to predict disease
risk based on age, BMI, blood markers, medical history.

TF HI-d ISR S8l IR GPU TS R Head &l UiRIfed &vd & Sif 31, BMI, Tad
Haaw o fafeen gfaery & s1uR W UK &1 Sifey sard g |

Each GPU is an Nvidia A100 PCle with around 250 W board power during training.

UA% GPU Nvidia A100 PCle § foras! Ui & GR 1T 250 die Rfad gl ¢

Training duration is 12 hours, with GPUs nearly fully used.

URrE0T 3afd 12 ¥ § 3R GPU AT guf IudiT HI8d g |

Energy consumed during training is about 12 kWh.

UREIT & TR TTHT 12 kWh FHoll @ gt gl

During use (inference), around 2 kWh is consumed assuming one GPU is used.
IUANT & SR ZTHIE), TTHIT 2 kWh Hell @9 gidl & i T GPU STAITH 8l

Servers also consume extra power for CPUs, RAM, storage, fans, networking, adding 30—
60% more power.

TR H CPU, RAM, TS, U 3R Aeafd s & fa sifafad Soif @t 8, S & 30-60%
Y Bl &

Total consumption becomes about 6 kWh per day for continuous operation.

TR Ta & AT Fad Wud TTHT 6 kwh Ui fa=1 81 st 8 |

This equals running an AC for 4-6 hours, a water heater for 3 hours, or 60 LED bulbs for
10 hours.

g 4-6 e THY, 3 4 U BT glex, I1 60 TS S ged 10 U I P SRR B

Does Nvidia have a monopoly?
T Nvidia BT THIUPR 82

Nvidia does not technically have a monopoly but has near-complete dominance in some
GPU markets and strong power in Al computing platforms.

Nvidia T Ah-d! ¥ Y THIABR o] 5, A P& ToIRI H SHBT AU IUf YYE 3R Al
ST Wewd § Hoed fRUf ]l

In discrete GPUs for PCs, Nvidia has roughly 90% market share, with AMD and Intel making
up most of the rest.

Uit & fore fe®hie GPU B Nvidia BT THTHIT 90% STSIR fRvT &, Safds 9 H AMD 38R Intel
M

In data centre GPUs, Nvidia’'s strength comes from hardware performance, supply, and
CUDA software ecosystem.

%@%ET GPU # Nvidia @ didhd BTSaaR UeRiH, 3myfd 8iv CUDA TitedtR s@ifRed 3

I

CUDA is Nvidia’s platform for general-purpose computation on GPUs.

CUDA Nvidia &1 WeWHhIH § St GPU TR HTHTRI WAISI=T 0T Tl & |

Switching away from Nvidia means changing software, which companies avoid.
Nvidia & e &1 37 e deR Jaal 5, fori Hufal erer & |

Many buyers consider Nvidia GPUs with CUDA as the default platform for large-scale neural
network training.

WIEGR CUDA & T1Y Nvidia GPU &1 88 TR TR <R "edd Ui & fo fEwiee
Wewid A § |
A legal monopoly depends on control over prices, competition exclusion, and unlawful
conduct.
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DI THIBR 39 a1 R R H3ar § b Hu-t Prod fFifd o3 gaodl @, ufawguf &)
I8 P TPal & T 3AY SATAR0T Bl 2

e European regulators are investigating whether Nvidia locks customers by tying or
discounting GPU prices with software or components.
TR e g 3R 38 § 3 T Nvidia JMUCATR a1 379 9! & 1Y GPU Hed Sgdhs a1
BT IR UEH! Bl §1Y W

Tata Group, OpenAl
announce pact after
Anthropic, Infosys

While IT firms’ stocks were rattled by developments in Al models’ agentic

capabilities, firms like Tata, Infosys opined Al could be good for business

oon €|
NEW DELHI

he Tata Group and
T OpenAl an-
nounced a “multi-

dimensional strategic part-
nership” on Thursday. As a
part of this partnership,
OpenAl will be the first te-
nant of Tata’s HyperVault
unit, with a capacity of 100
megawatts — and a future
expansion capacity of 1 gi-
gawatt, amounting to 0.2%
of India’s current installed
electric capacity.

Some Tata employees
will get access to OpenAl’s
more advanced enterprise
models, and the firms will
work together to build
agentic Al systems for TCS
clients, the companies
said. Tata said it will also
provide Al training to
youth under this deal.

The tie-up follows a si-
milar deal between Claude
maker Anthropic and Info-

Future ready: Tata Group CEO N. Chandrasekaran delivers a
speech during the Al Impact Summit in New Delhi on Thursday. Arp

sys, another systems inte-
grator. Both IT firms’ stock
prices sharply fell when
Claude’s latest model,
Opus 4.6, was released.

With this deal, Tata
seeks to signal that AI will
add to their business, as
opposed to take away from
it, with investors fearing
the latter.

“Al is, in my opinion,
the biggest opportunity for
the tech sector and the IT
industry because the IT in-

dustry’s real value is the
context and understanding
of every enterprise’s busi-
ness and technology land-
scape, and making the
right technology work in-
side the processes and the
ecosystem, the supplier,
customer and all the other
connections an enterprise
has,” Tata Group chairman
N. Chandrasekaran said in
a keynote on Thursday.
This process, he said,
would benefit from Al

20F. Tata Group, OpenAl announce pact after Anthroplc Infosys

T

e, SHIRT & 1¢ eTer Ju SR siu=uans 3 Tae

e While IT firms’ stocks were rattled by developments in Al models’ agentic capabilities, firms
like Tata, Infosys opined Al could be good for business.

9 TSNS ATSdl Pt Tuifed &ruarsii ¥ gU fawm § 3l Sufal & RRI & gaad g3, a9
21T, SHIRIY S8t Ul 3 AT fob TaHTS TuR & fow 3131 81 bl 8
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The Tata Group and OpenAl announced a “multidimensional strategic partnership” on
Thursday.

TTET YU 3R IUT3NTE 7 TFaR ! “Tg3Mar! IUFIfah JrEigRy &1 9o 1|

As a part of this partnership, OpenAl will be the first tenant of Tata’s HyperVault unit, with a
capacity of 100 megawatts — and a future expansion capacity of 1 gigawatt, amounting to
0.2% of India’s current installed electric capacity.

Y UIIGR] & dgd, NUTTSITS <TcT B GISURAIeT 3PS BT Ugdl [hIRieR BiT, gt e
100 AMETE § — 3R Higw # 1 1mare a& IR & &mar gift, S YRd & ada Riifud
fIggd a7 0.2% &1

Some Tata employees will get access to OpenAl’s more advanced enterprise models, and
the firms will work together to build agentic Al systems for TCS clients, the companies said.

Sl A Hg1 b T & $& HHAIRG! B IS & AP I LeIuTssl AISed b
Ugd firenh, iR gl St defte wewl & forg weifes wans Rvew fawRid wa & fa
1Y HTH BT

Tata said it will also provide Al training to youth under this deal.

<1eT A %l fob 50 YA & ded I8 garsil ol TaiTs UfR1&ror i yar s

The tie-up follows a similar deal between Claude maker Anthropic and Infosys, another
systems integrator.

UE TEeR wils S arel e 3R W & o gU 5t die & gHgid & a1e S §,
o U 31 Red SR B

Both IT firms’ stock prices sharply fell when Claude’s latest model, Opus 4.6, was released.
I FTS BT AdI-a Aisd, 3NUH 4.6, STRY {1 7T, 99 ST S Hufal & A Bt
Sl § o FR1aE 15|

With this deal, Tata seeks to signal that Al will add to their business, as opposed to take away
from it, with investors fearing the latter.

Y qHNA & 1Y, TTCT I8 Tobd o1 A8l ¢ b TairE I aamg # Jed Sie, 7 fb 3q &A
H, Tafeh a1 39 AUl &t 3MI=idT o1 38 & |

“Al is, in my opinion, the biggest opportunity for the tech sector and the IT industry because
the IT industry’s real value is the context and understanding of every enterprise’s business
and technology landscape, and making the right technology work inside the processes and
the ecosystem, the supplier, customer and all the other connections an enterprise has,” Tata
Group chairman N. Chandrasekaran said in a keynote on Thursday.

I} I T, T3TS ¢ Vg 3R TSN ITNT & ol Jad FST IR © Fifb AT SN T
w%qgaw%w IR Ut uRewa & 9 §, 3R 98! dd-ie &l
gforaraf R TR <, SMgfddrdl, MMEd qUT ITH & 3= Jit el & ficR Tmat a1 9
AN A § §,” eTeT YU & TRA T, TSGR A TFaR &I Th T YN0 § &g |

This process, he said, would benefit from Al.

I el & ug ufthar wans I aryiaa gt
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If used wisely, Al can
usher in an era of
super-abundance’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Al will be transformative
for India, Tata Group chair-
man N. Chandrasekaran
said in his keynote at the Al
Impact Summit’s plenary.
“Al is a foundational tech-
nology that cuts across all
industries,” Mr. Chandra-
sekaran said. “Alis nothing
artificial. It is real because
it learns from data and
learns faster every day, and
it is not based on any fixed
rules. It can scale and it
does scale pretty rapidly.
Putting all this together, Al
to my mind is the next big
infrastructure,” he said.

“If wisely used, I believe
Al can usher in an era of
super-abundance,” RIL
Chairman Mukesh Ambani
said in his keynote. “For
the first time, humans are
creating human-like sys-
tems that can learn, speak,
analyse, move and pro-
duce autonomously ... I see
Al as a modern-day Aksh-
aya Patra — the legendary
vessel in Mahabharata that
provided endless nourish-
ment to all.”

Mr. Ambani said that Jio
will strive to reduce the
“cost of intelligence” as it
did the cost of internet ac-
cess. Referring to chip and
mineral embargoes, Mr.
Ambani warned, “Be it
chips or rare earths, Al
works its magic through
sharing, not hoarding.”

Sam Altman, Dario
Amodei and Sundar Pichai
all evoked a rapidly evolv-
ing Al development land-
scape. “There are only a
small number of years left
for Al models surpassing
the cognitive capabilities of

Mukesh Ambani speaking
during the Al Impact Summit

most humans for most
things,” said Mr. Amodei,
the CEO of Claude develop-
er Anthropic.

Mr. Altman of OpenAl
was equally effusive on the
changes AI models have
seen in the last few
months. “We've gone from
Al systems that struggled
with high school-level
math to systems that can
do research-level mathe-
matics now and derive no-
vel results in theoretical
physics,” he said.

“On our current trajec-
tory, we believe we may be
only a couple of years away
from early versions of true
superintelligence,” Mr. Alt-
man concurred.

“We are on the cusp of
hyperprogress and new
discoveries that can help
emerging economies leap-
frog legacy gaps,” Mr. Pi-
chai said. “Technology
brings incredible benefits,
but we must ensure eve-
ryone has access to them.
We cannot allow the digital
divide to become an Al di-
vide. That means investing
in compute infrastructure
and connectivity.”

“We have the opportun-
ity to improve lives at a
once-in-generation scale,”
Mr. Pichai said.

20F. ‘If used wisely, Al can usher in an
era of super-abundance’

fe i & Iuw fHar e, <t

T3TS 3rgel Tl & 7 B Y3 B
qpdr g’

e Al will be transformative for India, Tata
Group chairman N. Chandrasekaran said in his
keynote at the Al Impact Summit’s plenary.

T3HTS HRA & o UREdHHRT FIfed gRT, I8 &1d
TTeT YU & AYRA T, TERIER - TATg gHiae
e & W 93 T 3+ BT Nl § gl

e “Alis a foundational technology that cuts
across all industries,” Mr. Chandrasekaran said.

T3S U garel Tenfiet § off et I o

T 5, o IGRERA A FaT

e “Alis nothing artificial.
QTS o Wt pEH LT &1

e |tis real because it learns from data and
learns faster every day, and it is not based on any
fixed rules.

g aRdfa® § Rl I8 Scl J Yiad g 3R & fad
deit & e B, ok s ot ot i Frem w
3{TeTRE T8 g |

e |t can scale and it does scale pretty
rapidly.

g Thd PR YHdl § 3R aRad § 9gd doil I Thd
FRATG

e Putting all this together, Al to my mind is
the next big infrastructure,” he said.

&1 gt 1 Bl e o dl, R faaR ¥ gag
3T F8T SIHREFR §,” Ioi- Hall

o “If wisely used, | believe Al can usher in
an era of super-abundance,” RIL Chairman

Mukesh Ambani said in his keynote.

TS YSATT & IUANT fovan ST, o O fay §
& QoS Siger sl & T BT 3 R Feoel
37 ARATETA F FARAT TH1 S ¥ oy
- YT & &gl |

e “For the first time, humans are creating
human-like systems that can learn, speak,
analyse, move and produce autonomously ..

“Tgall R namuﬁamwqu%%eh
g Todl €, i T 2, AT B T 8,
Id G d! ¢ SR Wi ¥ A IdTed B Jhdl g

e | see Al as a modern-day Akshaya Patra
— the legendary vessel in Mahabharata that
prowded endless nourishment to all.”

T T3HTS B 3NYFAH THT HT &R T TN § — HETHRA BT a8 URIO Ur ot w1 arfte
TIYUT UG el 471"
e Mr. Ambani said that Jio will strive to reduce the “cost of intelligence” as it did the cost of

internet access.
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off 3Tt A T b o s B anTa &1 I RE FH B BT T BT, oY 39
ga¥c TqY & anTd oH &f i

o Referring to chip and mineral embargoes, Mr. Ambani warned, “Be it chips or rare earths, Al
works its magic through sharing, not hoarding.”

forg 3R W ufasie &1 Ieeka HRd T, 4t SiarF 3 Iaraqt &Y, =g o 8 1 YR s, wang
S{OTT ST, T B | PRl 8, 7 b SRR 17

e Sam Altman, Dario Amodei and Sundar Pichai all evoked a rapidly evolving Al
development landscape.
Y Sifeedd, STRAY SIS 3R JYev forarg wft 7 oot ¥ sead vens fyer ufvexa o ok
Tobvd fopa|

e “There are only a small number of years left for Al models surpassing the cognitive
capabilities of most humans for most things,” said Mr. Amodei, the CEO of Claude developer
Anthropic.
“3{TRIH TR BT H SHABI T B WD &S Bl TR B It TS AISA & [ad 3
$Had $S ol T AV §,” FAIS STAWR QU & AL3n off smres A Fail

e Mr. Altman of OpenAl was equally effusive on the changes Al models have seen in the last
few months.
ahwzn%%&ﬁ&ﬁ’aﬁmﬂﬁ%ﬁ@nﬁﬁﬁ@ﬂ%ﬁsﬁﬁ 31U Sicefrdl Y bR I Bl
JTed Al

o “We've gone from Al systems that struggled with high school-level math to systems that can
do research-level mathematics now and derive novel results in theoretical physics,” he said.

B I T3HTE JUMTOr § 3T 9 b & FOFe 91<- Tl W & 77O B e giett o, 3R ora
A} yoNRTE do Ug 9 & O TR T R b & SR St et B g uRomg
fepret Havell 8,7 IBIH Fal

e “On our current trajectory, we believe we may be only a couple of years away from early
versions of true superintelligence,” Mr. Altman concurred.

AR} adH 3= oY ad gU, g e § fob 51 Ut guRge el & URMes el 9
FIA HB g ad R 8, ot affce T 7 TgHf o |

o  “We are on the cusp of hyperprogress and new discoveries that can help emerging
economies leapfrog legacy gaps,” Mr. Pichai said.

g g TR 3R 72 Wioll & e R WS &, ot SHRT srfoqawyrait &1 favraa o fireft wrgal
HI UR I | e o ol 8, 4t fOrams = &g

e “Technology brings incredible benefits, but we must ensure everyone has access to them.
éﬂ%@ﬁﬁ SIEYT AT DR 3Tell &, Afch o8 T8 YT BT g1 b &R fhddl B1 59 dp Ugd

I

e We cannot allow the digital divide to become an Al divide.
7Y fSforea faureH &1 wang faure= & sea &t Srgfd 781 ¢ 9dhd |

e That means investing in computer infrastructure and connectivity.”
3T 31 § HC ITPRCFR 3R BAfaefact H A3 H1)”

o “‘We have the opportunity to improve lives at a once-in-generation scale,” Mr. Pichai said.

“GHAR U Siig- &1 Yidt H Uep IR e ard TR R I8k s &1 3aaR 7,7 4t forms = el
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PICTURE OF THE WEEK
The herd and the moon

A small herd of Nilgiri Tahr grazing on the
grasslands of the Nilgiris beneath a fading morning
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moon. The Nilgiri Tahr, an endangered mountain goat endemic to the southern

Western Ghats was once found across the entire range but now survives only in fragmented
pockets. Its population is under severe stress due to habitat loss. The Tamil Nadu

The Forest Department has initiated measures to protect the species. SATHYAMOORTHY

M.
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Wings of fire

As part of the ongoing MILAN-2026 naval exercise, three MiG-29K aircraft ire flares duri

As part of the ongoing MILAN-2026 naval exercise,
three MiG-29K aircraft fire flares during an
Operational Demonstration in Visakhapatnam

on Thursday.

on Thursday. KR. DEEPAK
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